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Trio of mining proposals threatens KlamathSiskiyou region
If there were a place in the United States that possessed such biodiversity that it had been
designated an “Area of Global Botanical Significance” by the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature and also proposed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and Biosphere
Reserve, surely it would be protected from any industrial development that would compromise its
ecological integrity. There is, in fact, such a place. But its most recent designation is “endangered”
as the area faces threats from three proposed nickel strip mines at its heart.
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photo by Miguel Vieira, on FlickrBear Mountain and tarn below Devil’s Punchbowl in Siskiyou
Wilderness
Spanning the northern Californiasouthwestern Oregon border and encompassing nearly 20,000
square miles, the KlamathSiskiyou ecoregion includes a complex suite of geology, climate, terrain,
and such a remarkable example of temperate climate biodiversity that in 1992 the IUCN
recognized the region as an area of global botanical significance. The region is home to 3,500
plant species – 280 of which are rare or endemic. The streams that originate in the Klamath and
Siskiyou mountains are among the most productive on the continent, the spawning grounds for wild
Pacific salmon and steelhead. And while the region has the most designated Wild and Scenic
Rivers in the US, nearly a dozen wilderness areas, and the 62,000acre CascadeSiskiyou National
Monument, it also contains the largest area of unprotected forest on the West Coast outside of
Alaska. Despite protection in some areas, the region also has been heavily impacted by logging,
livestock grazing, road building, and in particular, gold mining.
Now, a raft of proposed surface nickel mines pose a new threat to the region’s environmental
health. The threat is serious enough that two of the region’s rivers – the Rogue and Smith – were
placed on American Rivers’ list of 10 Most Endangered Rivers of 2015.
There are three proposals for nickel laterite mines on the Oregon side of the KlamathSiskiyou
ecoregion. Two involve plans for exploratory drilling by the Red Flat Nickel Corporation, a
subsidiary of the British investment company St Peter Port Capital Ltd., to determine the nickel
content of the rocks and whether it is worth moving ahead with mining operations. One of the two
mining claims, which were first staked in 2007, is located in the headwaters of the North Fork Smith
River, a primary tributary of northern California’s famed Smith River. The second claim is located in
the headwaters of Hunter Creek, near Gold Beach. The first claim, the 3,000acre Cleopatra claim,
is also within the South Kalmiopsis Roadless Area, a place that conservationists want to see
eventually added to the Kalmiopsis Wilderness. The third is a claim on Rough and Ready Creek by
a different company, RNR Resources, which is trying to move forward with a fullblown mining
operation.
“There is a lot of opposition to putting a nickel strip mine in the headwaters of the Smith River
because of its ecological impacts,” says Joseph Vaile, executive director of KS Wild, one of the
many local and regional conservation groups opposing the mines. “The Smith River is also the
drinking water supply for communities in northern California, so there is a lot of concern in
California, even though the mines are in Oregon”
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Nickel laterite is found in soils and rocks near the earth’s surface, so mining them is done through
surface or strip mining. The Red Flat Nickel Corporation would probably use an acid heap leaching
process to recover the ore. This involves digging up nickelbearing soil and rock, crushing it, piling
the material on top of a nonpermeable surface, then leaching out the ore using sulfuric acid. The
resulting nickel precipitates are then put through the smelting process to produce metallic nickel.
photo by Zachary Collier, on FlickrMislatnah Creek, near the Chetco River in the Kalmiopsis Wilderness
While Red Flat Nickel Corporation is still in the exploratory phase, RNR Resources has been
pressing the US Forest Service to approve its nickel mine on Rough and Ready Creek since the
early 1990s. But so far the company has failed to provide the federal government with all the
information needed to complete the required National Environmental Policy Act assessment before
mining can begin. The company’s plan includes an onsite smelter where it would also store toxic
slag from the smelting process. In 1992, RNR Resources applied to patent its mining claim, which
would have allowed it to purchase more than 4,000 acres of the publicly owned watershed for
$2.50 per acre and move forward with the mining operation. But in 1995, Congress put a
moratorium on patents for new mining claims that were not already well underway, and RNR’s
patent was denied. RNR Resources is suing the federal government for $600 million, charging that
its refusal to approve the mine and denial of its patent is a private property “takings.”
Environmental advocates have highlighted a long list of concerns with the proposal, including air,
surface and groundwater pollution, and impacts from road access construction and other activities
associated with an industrial mining site. The RNR Resources’ mining plan that was rejected by the
Forest Service, for example, called for a road along Rough and Ready Creek, with many stream
crossings and punching through a botanical area that holds the highest concentration of endemic
and rare plants in the state. These impacts would spread far beyond the mine locations.
In a region where streams run extraordinarily clear, clean and cold, the biggest concern is water
quality “By and large the mine sites are upstream of fish use, but there is potential for impacts
downstream on fish including sedimentation and other contaminants,” says Todd Confer, district
fish biologist for the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife in Gold Beach. Hunter Creek is within
the Pistol River watershed, while Rough and Ready Creek is in the Illinois River basin. Those
systems, along with the Smith River system, have wild runs of fall Chinook salmon, winter
steelhead, and Southern Oregon/Northern California Coast coho salmon that are listed as
“threatened” under the Endangered Species Act. Since none of those river basins have ever been
artificially stocked, the wild fish populations there are genetically untainted by contact with hatchery
fish.
“You have watersheds that are pristine and provide some of the cleanest water in the West,” says
Barbara Ullian, coordinator for Friends of the Kalmiopsis, a local grassroots group that has been on
the forefront of the battle against mining in the KlamathSiskiyou ecoregion for years. “So having a
huge industrial mine above groundwater that provides water for most residents of Del Norte County
is a huge mistake.”
The culprit behind all this is the General Mining Act of 1872 that makes hardrock mining a
preeminent use of federal lands; provides for no environmental safeguards; allows private mining
companies to buy public land for a pittance; and permits billions of dollars of hardrock minerals to
be extracted from public lands without mining companies having to pay any royalties to the public,
or to be responsible for toxic hazards left behind. The massive August 2015 spill of toxic, heavy
metalladen wastewater from the abandoned Gold King Mine into Colorado’s Animas River is a
stark example of the costs passed on to the public by mines operating under the old laws. But the
law has politically powerful supporters, and efforts at reform have not gone well. One recent
attempt by Congress at reforming the act – which included requiring royalty payments to the
federal government and increased environmental protections for public lands and natural resources
–was introduced by 20 Democrats in June 2014, but went nowhere.
When the Smith River National Recreation Area was established in northern California in 1990 all
mining and granting of patents was banned within its 450 square miles. But across the border in
Oregon – where the 1872 mining act still applies – it is extremely difficult to stop mining if the
mining companies jump through all the required hoops. “The only way we can give the area any
protection is to have it withdrawn from the mining act,” KS Wild’s Vaile says. Oregon Senators Ron
Wyden and Jeff Merkley, both Democrats, and Representatives Peter DeFazio (DOR) and Jared
Huffman (DCA), have introduced legislation that would permanently prevent any new mining
claims in the more than 100,000 acres affected by the proposed nickel mines. In the meantime, the
Bureau of Land Management is proposing to temporarily withdraw the area from new mining
activity for up to seven years while the legislation makes its way through Congress. BLM is
accepting comments on the withdrawal proposal until September 28, 2015.
http://www.earthisland.org/journal/index.php/elist/eListRead/world_biodiversity_hotspot_worth_much_more_than_a_nickel/

Latest
Comments
> Sacred Lands vs. King
Coal
> Leap Manifesto Calls
for Radical Changes to
Canada's Extractive
Economy
> In the Spirit of Naked
Joe
> Trapped Mountain
Lions Plot Daring Escape
From LA
> “Luck Has Nothing to
Do with It”
> A Native View

Most Popular
> In Mexico’s Guerrero
State, a Battle Is
Underway between
Indigenous Communities
and Drug Cartels
> Trapped Mountain
Lions Plot Daring Escape
From LA
> Government and Gas
Industry Team Up
Against Local Fracking
Ban Initiatives in Ohio
> Conversation: Michael

2/3

9/23/2015

World Biodiversity Hotspot Worth Much More than a Nickel | Latest News | Earth Island Journal | Earth Island Institute
Preston, Winnemem
Wintu

“There are a lot of people here who are really, really worried about the mines,” Ullian says. “This is
where we live, where we get our drinking water and where we love.”

> Sacred Lands vs. King
Coal

Make your voice heard on this issue by sending written comments on the proposed mining
withdrawal to the Bureau of Land Management, P.O. Box 2965, Portland, Oregon 972082965.
More information about the proposed withdrawal and related documents can be found on the
Rogue RiverSiskiyou National Forest projects web page at this link.
Jim Yuskavitch
Jim Yuskavitch is a conservation writer and photographer based in Sisters, Oregon. He is also
editor of The Osprey, a journal published by the International Federation of Fly Fishers Steelhead
Committee that advocates for wild Pacific salmon and steelhead conservation.
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Supervisors work on letter of support for mineral withdrawal
By David Grieder, The Triplicate September 21, 2015 09:32 am
Del Norte County Supervisors plan to finalize their latest statement Tuesday in opposition of mining proposals in the North Fork
Smith River basin.
In a letter to the Bureau of Land Management in Oregon, county representatives are expected to voice their support for the next
development in a multi-phase action to temporarily safeguard the designated stretch of the Smith from mining interests. This will
be the second formal position issued by the county office, following a July 2014 letter opposing the request for a Limited Use
Water License for mineral drilling by the Red Flat Nickel Corporation.
A two-year segregation, currently in effect, prohibits any new mining claims in certain sections of southwest Oregon including the
North Fork Smith basin. The two-year mineral withdrawal and a five-year withdrawal in question would also make it more difficult
for owners of existing mining claims to carry out mining projects.
Unlike the 325 miles of the Smith under protection in California from their designation in the Wild and Scenic Rivers system and
as a National Recreation Area, the watershed north of the state border would otherwise be vulnerable to a 19th-century law that
gives priority to mining over any other use of the public land.
In their 2014 letter, county supervisors expressed their concern over the proposed mining operation’s “potential to cause
significant adverse environmental impacts” affecting the watershed, the Smith River, and ultimately the majority of water-drinking
public in Del Norte County.
Supervisors headed by David Finigan of District 5 maintained this stance in the draft of their second letter. They add the
environmental risks of mining operations also threaten fish populations, botanical diversity, and recreational opportunities.
“The value of a healthy Smith River to the vitality of Del Norte County is incalculable,” the statement reads.
The current ban on mining includes a public comment period which began in late June and ends Sept. 28. Two public meetings
earlier in the month, one in Gold Beach and the other in Grants Pass, drew hundreds, including residents and public officials of
Del Norte and Curry County.
“Amongst all speakers there was an overwhelming agreement that everyone supports having clean drinking water,” notes the
county briefing on the Gold Beach assembly.
By April 2016, an environmental analysis of the areas to be withdrawn from mineral entry including the Smith River’s North Fork
in Oregon will be made available for a second public comment period. Following that, BLM State Director Jerome Perez will
make a recommendation to BLM Director of National Operations, Mark Nielson. Nielson in turn can make a recommendation to
the Secretary of the Interior for a final evaluation.
If approved, a Public Land Order authorizing the five-year mineral withdrawal will take effect. The hope of the measure’s
proponents is that a five-year moratorium on mining will give legislators enough time to pass a bill exempting nearly 100,000
acres of National Forest System land from mining laws almost a century and a half old.
The bill is known in short as the Southwestern Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection Act of 2015. It was introduced in the
House by U.S. Rep Peter Defazio and U.S. Rep. Jared Huffman, both Oregon Democrats. The same bill was introduced in the
Senate Sen. Ron Wyden and Sen. Jeff Merkley, also both Oregon Democrats.
Public comment period in effect until Sept. 28
Comments, suggestions or objections in connection with the proposed withdrawal application can be sent to the Oregon state
director, at this address: Bureau of Land Management, Oregon State Office, P.O. Box 2965, Portland, Oregon 97208-2965.
For more information on the proposed withdrawal, contact Michael L. Barnes, Oregon State Office, Bureau of Land
Management, at 503-808-6155 or by email m1barnes@blm.gov or Candice Polisky, USFS Pacific Northwest Region, at 503-8082479
Reach David Grieder at dgrieder@triplicate.com.
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Meeting of the mines
By Laura Jo Welter, The Triplicate September 14, 2015 05:43 pm

Hundreds attend public hearing on proposed fiveyear ban
The prospect of a strip mining operation polluting local streams had hundreds of Del
Norte and Curry County residents united in support of a proposed federal mineral
withdrawal exemption of their prized watersheds from 19th Century mining laws.

A packed crowd was on hand
at a public hearing in Gold
Beach on Wednesday
concerning nickel mining
claims. Courtesy Kyle Ashby

Property and business owners, school teachers, conservationists, scientists and
elected officials made up the group of some 300 people attending a public hearing
Wednesday in Gold Beach, Oregon. More than 40 of these voiced their opposition to
any large-scale mining upstream of their communities and where they draw their
drinking water.
“As a resident of Del Norte County, when an issue pulls us together, that’s unique. As
has been said: we have so much to lose,” said Grant Werschkull, executive director of
the Smith River Alliance.
Crescent City Council Member Kathryn Murray reiterated the city’s opposition to any
project with the potential to pollute the city and county’s largest source of drinking
water, the Smith River.

Another woman said the mining industry is a known polluter, citing Environmental Protection Agency statistics listing metal
mining as responsible for 47 percent of the total chemicals disposed of in the U.S. and registered in the EPA’s Toxic Release
Inventory Program.
Among their concerns, members of the public listed wanting to protect some of the few remaining strongholds for federally
threatened and endangered species such as coho salmon, and an economic reliance on pristine rivers and healthy fisheries, for
tourist-friendly businesses — fishing guide services and boating outfitters.
“They (tourists) all come here because we’ve got one of the cleanest rivers on the planet, and I have to keep it that way,” said
Brad Camden of Smith River, who runs a whitewater boating shuttle out of Gasquet.
Many urged the Bureau of Land Management and the U.S. Forest Service to take stronger action than the proposed five-year
prohibition on new mining claims within the drainages of Rough and Ready Creek, Baldface Creek, Hunter Creek and Pistol
River, all in Southern Oregon. Having little faith that Congress will be able to pass permanent legislation in that space of time,
they urged the agencies and the Secretary of the Interior to withdraw the 95,806 acres of National Forest and 5,216 acres of
BLM land for the maximum 20 years.
Five years gives Congress three sessions to act, BLM’s Jacob Childers said. The hope in positing a shorter withdrawal period is
to spur legislators to get on with passing a law that would promote the preservation of clean waters running through southern
Oregon and Northern California. Then, Childers said, “they couldn’t wait 20 years to act.”
Introduced in February 2015, the Southwestern Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection Act — being carried by Oregon
Senators Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley, U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio and U.S. Rep. Jared Huffman for Northern California — is the
permanent protection withdrawal proponents are waiting for.
For this reason, Childers noted after the meeting, residents should be sure to voice their support or opposition to their
congressional representatives and not just to the land management agencies.
“We’re hopeful that Congress will see the need to protect this sensitive region and will continue to do everything we can to see it
passed through Congress,” Huffman’s office said Friday.
The land management agencies’ proposed five-year mineral withdrawal is being pursued “in aid” of the pending federal
legislation.
A two-year segregation period is currently underway, prohibiting any new mining claims to made, to maintain the “status quo”
while they take public comment and complete analyses required by the National Environmental Protection Act.
The process of withdrawing 100,000 acres of Curry and Josephine counties from the purview of public land laws was initiated
after Red Flat Nickel Corporation proposed exploratory drilling in the region — a plan opposed by much of the coastal public.
http://www.triplicate.com/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=123824&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=199
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Representatives of the foreign-owned Red Flat Nickel Corp., based in Portland, could not be reached this week for comment.
A little further from the coast, some opposition has been seen from local mining groups.
While existing, valid claims will not be subject to the mineral withdrawal, once enacted, it is a complicated, difficult process to
transfer a claim to another party, a Forest Service official said.
At a public hearing Thursday in Grants Pass on the same issue, Ron Gibson, chairman of the Jefferson Mining District,
approached the microphone,acknowledging he realized he was a minority in the room.
Gibson waved a document he said shows the process taken by the Forest Service and BLM to implement the mineral withdrawal
is “without lawful merit.” He called the implementation of a withdrawal a secondary issue, alleging federal agencies did not do
what Gibson considered required by law for the withdrawal.
Gibson also admonished the mining opposition in the room for not acknowledging mined materials are necessary for modern life.
“If we are going to criticize an industry that provides that for us, it’s a little hypocritical to use all the products that the industry
provides,” Gibson said.
A handful of other speakers voiced support for the mining projects, but like, Gold Beach, the majority of public comments in
Grants Pass favored the mineral withdrawal.
In August, the Waldo and Garice mining districts sought to enlist the support of the Josephine County Commissioners in a
lawsuit against the federal land managers in August, a Grants Pass radio station reported.
On his way out the door to the public hearing Thursday, Chairman Keith Heck
wrote in an email the board had not yet determined its stance on the issue.
“When we do, I trust that it will be in the best interest of the citizens of Josephine County and that any other party potentially
impacted will also understand those concerns,” Heck said.
An Aug. 17 resolution passed by Josephine County Commissioners stated opposition “to any additional portion of the Rogue
River into the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.”
The restrictive nature of the Wild and Scenic River Act “will have a harmful effect on the culture and traditions of Josephine
County,” where 85.9 percent of the Rogue River corridor is privately owned, the resolution reads.
The Rough and Ready Creek, being considered for mineral withdrawal, flows into the Illinois River, a major tributary of the
Rogue.
All four watersheds to be set aside flow into Wild and Scenic Rivers, Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest Supervisor Rob
MacWhorter noted, including portions of the Chetco, Illinois and Rogue Rivers.
North of the Oregon-California border, Baldface Creek flows into the North Fork Smith River, the majority of which is exempt
from the 1872 Mining Law, as is the all of Smith River running through public lands south of the border.
“They’re actually four very important watersheds,” MacWhorter said. “All of them have natural resource value that are very
unique, and you will not find them any other place in the Cascades or coastal range, because they only occur within the KlamathSiskiyou province. For example, darlingtonia is there. A number of very important threatened, endangered fish species are in
those creeks and rivers.”
He went on to describe the conflict that sometimes occurs when managing lands under various laws a century apart.
“The mining laws of 1800 are very important to me,” MacWhorter said, in terms of guiding the Forest Service’s management
practices. “And in addition to those, we have the Threatened and Endangered Species Act, the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. We
have the Wilderness Act … which we need to follow. So, just because we have one, the Mining Act, doesn’t mean that it trumps
the other ones. We have to do all four of those or five or six various acts together, so the Mining Act does not allow anything or
everything to happen.”
Jim Rogers, a retired Curry County logger, elaborated on the existing paradox. He recalled a day 50 years ago: “I was cruising
timber, and I saw, there’s a Cat and a backhoe working in the creek, and the creek was all muddy. I thought that was strange
because we have to leave a 200 foot buffer on either side of the stream.”
The District Ranger later explained to him the exceptions that are often made under the 1872 Mining Act.
“This just doesn’t make sense that you’re going to operate on federal land and take material that’s worth money — like timber”
and not be held to the same restrictions and process, Rogers said.
http://www.triplicate.com/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=123824&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=199
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“I’m not totally against mining,” Camden said. “I have a gold pan and a metal detector … I can’t use anything bigger than a hand
trowel, and I can’t go above the high water line. How can a foreign mining company (be allowed to) destroy something when I
can’t use anything more than a hand trowel? I don’t mind strip mining as long as you don’t use anything bigger than a gold
pan.”
David Moryc, director of River Protection Programs for American Rivers, pointed to the 3 million gallons of water contaminated
with sulfuric acid that was recently spilled into Colorado’s Animas River.
Such damages are costly to fix, and some communities never recover, several people said. They’d rather not take the risk.
“I work on wild rivers nationwide, and this is the highest concentration of healthy, free-flowing rivers in the country. There are
places to do natural resource extraction and there are places that aren’t. This is probably one of the worst places you could pick
to do this kind of mining, especially because (of) the importance of these watersheds for clean water, salmon fishing and
recreation,” Moryc said.
Despite the optimism Huffman’s office expressed about being able to pass permanent withdrawal legislation, his staff said they
are not holding out hope that the Animas spill will specifically garner the momentum needed.
“Unfortunately, Congress probably will not take the right lessons from the Animas spill, considering that the hearing next week
isn’t about the dangers of mining in headwaters but instead about how to blame the EPA for cleanup,” staff wrote Friday.
Triplicate Gasquet Correspondent Adam Spencer contributed to this report. Reach Laura Jo Welter at lwelter@triplicate.com.
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Citizens oppose river strip mining
By Jayati Ramakrishnan, Pilot staff writer September 12, 2015 12:56 am
The message from Curry County residents this week was resounding and the pleas impassioned: Ban
nickel strip mining on the Wild Rivers Coast.
Six waterways in Curry and Del Norte counties are part of a proposal by Oregon and California
lawmakers to ban strip mining. The movement to ban mining follows a proposal by a foreign mining
company, Red Flat Mining Co., to build several test drill sites in Curry County.
Individuals, conservation groups, and elected officials all voiced their support for the mining ban at a
public meeting Wednesday, organized by the Bureau of Land Management. It was staffed by members
of the BLM, U.S. Forest Service (USFS), and representatives of Oregon senators and congressmen.
Tim Palmer, a Port Orford resident and author of several field guides about local rivers, was one of 60
people to speak.
“There’s nothing like the rivers we have here,” Palmer said. “I’m not against mining everywhere. But if
there’s a place to ban it, it’s here.”
The concerns of the more than 100 citizens present at the meeting included drinking water, riparian
wildlife, and recreation. Allow strip mining on these rivers, citizens said, and the quality of all those
things take a hit — potentially irreversible.
Charles Holcomb, a Curry County resident, offered a simple explanation: “If you ever take a drink of
water, mining will have an adverse effect on your ability to do that.”
The proposal to ban mining on these waterways was engineered by several legislators earlier this year. In
February, senators Wyden and Merkley and congressmen Defazio and Huffman introduced the
Southwestern Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection Act of 2015. The legislation proposed that the
Illinois, Pistol and North Fork of the Smith rivers, and Hunter, Baldface and Rough and Ready creeks be
withdrawn from public mining claims.
Currently, under the General Mining Law of 1872, a firm must meet certain basic requirements to
acquire a mining claim to a piece of land. Among other parameters, if the firm can prove that the land in
question has marketable, valuable mineral deposits and pay the appropriate fees, they can mine the land.
There are some stipulations to the proposed ban: It would not affect those who currently have claims on
the lands in question.
“The potential temporary withdrawal and the proposed legislation for permanent withdrawal would both
be subject to pre-existing rights,” said Jacob Childers, a representative for the BLM. “If an individual
already has a claim, that claim remains valid after the land is withdrawn. However, no new claims will
be permitted during the withdrawal.”
The land proposed for withdrawal is currently in its two-year segregation period (until June 2017) during
which time it cannot be mined. The BLM and USFS have been reviewing the land to determine the
http://www.currypilot.com/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=127545&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=199
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merits of withdrawal. This includes public comment sessions, as well as environmental analyses and
mineral analyses. After the two-year segregation, the BLM will send their recommendation to the U.S.
Secretary of the Interior, who can either approve or reject the five-year withdrawal. If approved,
Congress will have those five years to review the legislation. If it passes, the land in question will be
permanently withdrawn from mining claims.
At a public meeting the next day in Grants Pass, citizens were similarly supportive of the ban, but a few
spoke up in opposition.
Ron Gibson, chairman of the Jefferson Mining District, claimed the BLM and Forest Service were
implementing the mineral withdrawal through a process he deemed “without lawful merit.” He also
noted that for all the people in the room who opposed mining, it is a reality of modern life.
“If we are going to criticize an industry that provides for us,” he said, “It’s a little hypocritical to use all
the products that the industry provides.”
Nevertheless, most of the comments at both meetings were in favor of the withdrawal.
Some Curry and Del Norte locals appealed on behalf of the recreational value the river offers.
“I like to hike, kayak and pick up trash,” said Lori Neal, a resident of Smith River. “I’ve only been here
two years. I haven’t seen it all. I don’t want to see it destroyed, and I don’t feel assured that these
companies will be able to protect it.”
Harry Hoogesteger, coordinator of the South Coast Watershed Council, spoke of the benefits the river
afforded locals.
“The headwaters of these rivers are beautiful,” he said. “Even in the midst of a historic drought, they
bring forth cold, clean water. The streams supply fish, including coho salmon.”
Hoogesteger continued that there was a conflict between two laws taking place: the 1872 Mining Act,
and the 1973 Endangered Species Act. Coho salmon were listed under the Endangered Species Act in
1997.
“I support the proposed withdrawal to allow time to sort this out,” Hoogesteger said. “Protect the
common good, and protect the common goods.”
The BLM will accept comments from the public until September 28. Comments can be submitted by
mail to the Bureau of Land Management, Oregon State Office, P.O. Box 2965, Portland, OR 972082965.
— Adam Spencer and Laura Jo Welter of the Del Norte Triplicate contributed to this report.
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Crowd protests nickel mine proposed near Kalmiopsis
“This is absolutely not the right place to
mine,”
she said. “We’re living in times when
of the Daily Courier
these ecological issues are frankly the
Nearly 300 people showed up Thursday biggest issues of our time.”
Congressional legislation introduced
evening outside the Anne Basker Auditorium in downtown Grants Pass dressed as early this year by Oregon Sens. Ron Wyden
trees, waving signs and a paper mache and Jeff Merkley, as well as U.S. Rep. Peter
DeFazio, D-Springfield, would
salmon, and picketing with a huge
protect watersheds in the region
dove puppet.
from mining. A two-year moratoriThe Bureau of Land Manageum on new mining claims is
ment and U.S. Forest Service held
already underway, and another
the public meeting to hear citizen Watch video
five years could be added.
responses to proposed restrictions
online
“The values of clean water,
on mining and exploration in the
upper Illinois and Smith river drainages, salmon and recreation are off the chart,
there’s no comparison,” said David Moryc,
where a large nickel mine is proposed.
More than 150 people signed up to speak associate director of the conservation group
during the meeting, filling the auditorium to American Rivers. “We work to protect the
capacity. Another 100 people waited outside, rivers because of all those values.”
Not everyone agreed the mining withblocked by the fire marshal. Most of them
drawal is best.
wore “I (heart) Wild Rivers” buttons.
“I’m totally against it for many reasons,
One demonstrator, Annette Rausch of the
Illinois Valley, said she wants to see restric- because I am a miner,” said Michael
tions on mining to become permanent, to Roberg. “I have several claims I’m holding
protect both the watershed and the region’s on to, but it seems like every time I turn
around, there are certain interests that
concentration of rare plants.

By Jules Rogers

want to shut everything down because
they’ve already shut everything down: logging, fishing, grazing, mining and other
industries.”
Red Flat Nickel, based in the United
Kingdom, has proposed to strip mine 3,000
acres, some of it along Baldface Creek, 12
miles west of O’Brien, near the Kalmiopsis
Wilderness.
Regions affected by the proposed mining
restrictions include the North Fork Smith,
Rough and Ready Creek, as well as Hunter
Creek and Pistol River on the coast.
All of these rivers are part of undammed
watersheds and habitats of wild salmon and
steelhead.
“I work to support the people in there,”
said Roberg. “They want to shut it down but
they don’t know that all those guys who are
big on fly fishing are going to lose that too
because they’ll shut it down — boaters,
rafters.
“It’s going to be a total closure.”
———
Reach reporter Jules Rogers at 541-4743813 or jrogers@thedailycourier.com

JULES ROGERS/Daily Courier

Opponents of mining rallied Thursday evening outside
the Anne Basker Auditorium, where a public meeting
was held to discuss proposed restrictions on future
mining in the Illinois and Smith rivers watersheds.

NON-HUMAN HELPERS

What makes a dog a service animal?
By Ruth Longoria Kingsland
of the Daily Courier

Like many people around
town, Paul Thayer-Freeman
thinks it’s obvious that some pet
owners take advantage of
extremely loose licensing rules
and regulations for service dogs.
Thayer-Freeman said he
owns and loves dogs, but
believes people are taking pets,
rather than trained service
dogs, into stores and, increasingly, places like medical
offices, hotels and restaurants.
“I’m just worried about
what’s going to happen in the
stores,” he said. “I’m afraid
somebody is going to get bit. A
service dog will not bite anyone,
but these others might.”
Where once “seeing-eye
dogs” were the only canines
with special privileges, ever
since passage of the Americans
with Disabilities Act in 1990
there has been a confusing
expansion in the rules about
assistance animals.
There are three basic types
of assistance animals: service
animals,
emotional
support/comfort animals and
therapy animals.
• Service animals are specially trained to perform a task for
their disabled owners and are
the only assistance animals that
are protected by the ADA to go
just about anywhere with their
owners.
• Emotional
support animals
are meant primarily
to
relieve stress
and are not
Bone of
required to perform a task. contention
However, medical documenta- TODAY:
tion is required What is a
proving an ail- service dog?
ment, such as WEEKEND:
PTSD, depres- Service dogs
sion, or bipolar in stores.
disorder.
• Therapy animals are
trained to provide affection and
comfort to people in hospitals,
retirement homes, nursing
homes, schools, hospices, disaster areas, and to people with
learning difficulties.
Emotional support and therapy animals are not considered
service animals under the ADA,
and as such are not protected by
the ADA.
So, what’s the problem?
It doesn’t take much effort to
legally designate an animal as a
service dog, and there’s almost
no way to tell if someone has
bothered to try.
Some owners outfit their animal with a service dog vest and
photo identification, but, those
aren’t required by law. Also,

Turn to DOGS, Page 7A

3 killed,
2 injured
in crash
at Kerby
Car made illegal
pass on highway

Photo illustration by TIMOTHY BULLARD/Daily Courier

Dogs seem to be an increasingly common sight in local stores and groceries, though ADA laws requiring that
assistance animals be allowed to accompany their owners in businesses only applies to service dogs. Some
grocery stores require service dogs to be carried by their owner, walked on a leash, or placed on top of a mat
or purse, if in a cart.

Central Point facility trains dogs for deaf
Nonprofit places animals nationwide
By Ruth Longoria Kingsland
of the Daily Courier

CENTRAL POINT — Although service
dogs are most often associated with guide
dogs for the blind, Dogs for the Deaf has
been providing trained assistance dogs for
hearing impaired adults since 1977.
The facility was initially operated in the
Applegate Valley by longtime Hollywood
television, film, and circus animal trainer
Roy Kabat, who trained animals for movies
such as “Dr. Doolittle” and “Swiss Family
Robinson.” He also trained Elsa the lioness
in “Born Free.”
After his death in 1986, Kabat’s daughter
Robin Dickson continued his legacy. She
retired in 2013, and the nonprofit has moved
forward since then under the leadership of
Blake Matray, the current president and CEO.
Dogs for the Deaf doesn’t just train purebred animals. Its staffers travel to rescue
mixed-breed and other potential service
dogs from animal shelters up and down the
coast and in the central states, said
LaDonna Seely, communications manager
for Dogs for the Deaf.
“Our dogs come from Los Angeles to
Denver, and then, when they are trained,
they are placed in homes all across the
country,” Seely explained.
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Dogs selected for the program are typically between 1 and 3 years old, and demonstrate qualities deemed suitable for the
training, added Hayley Jo Burns, an
apprentice trainer at Dogs for the Deaf.
Burns said the dogs should demonstrate
confidence, treat and toy enthusiasm,
excitement to be around people, and quick
recovery from sounds.
After the dogs are trained, they are
placed in homes across the country, and in
some cases, in Canada. Dogs for the Deaf
trainers accompany the dogs to their future
residences, where they spend four or five
days in the homes, training clients to work
with the dogs.
The cost to receive a hearing dog from
Dogs for the Deaf is relatively minimal. The
facility operates on public donations, and
asks for a $50 client application fee and a
$500 fee on acceptance. The $500 is returned
to the client at the end of one year.
“The $500 is a good-faith deposit,” Seely
explained.
Dogs for the Deaf animals are placed
only with adults, 18 years old and older. The
client must have verifiable proof of a
hearing disability.
Dogs that don’t meet the training standards are adopted out — for free — from the
facility.
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Hayley Jo Burns, an apprentice dog
trainer at Dogs \for the Deaf in Central Point, works with Daisy, a terrier-mix, on attention and eye contact.
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KERBY — Three people
were killed and two seriously injured in a head-on
crash Thursday evening on
the Redwood Highway
between Kerby and Cave
Junction.
According to Oregon
State Police, the crash happened at 5:38 p.m. when a
northbound 1999 Buick
sedan operated by a 27year-old man from Costa
Mesa, Calif., attempted to
pass another vehicle in a
no-passing zone marked by
a solid double line between
the lanes.
The Buick collided
head-on with a southbound
2004 Ford pickup truck,
according to a news release
from OSP.
The driver of the pickup
truck, Michael Nolan, 34, of
Cave Junction suffered
non-life-threatening injuries
and was transported to a
local hospital by family
members.
The 27-year-old driver of
the Buick was initially
taken to Three Rivers
Medical Center in Grants
Pass, but was soon transferred to Oregon Health &
Science University in Portland with serious injuries.
A 21-year-old passenger
in the Buick from Costa
Mesa, Calif., was taken to
Three Rivers Medical Center then transferred to
Rogue Regional Medical
Center in Medford. The status of their injuries were
not immediately available
this morning.
Three other passengers
in the Buick, all in their 20s
and all from Costa Mesa,
died from their injuries
either at the scene or while
being transported to the
hospital. The names of the
occupants of the Buick
will be released when
family members have been
notified. according to state
police.
Preliminary information
indicates alcohol may have
been a contributing factor
as well as the unlawful
pass. The highway was
closed for about four hours
with intermittent single-lane
openings.
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KTVL CBS Channel 10 :: Medford - News - Top Stories - Possible Mineral Withdrawal
Hundreds of millions in damage
estimated in California fire

Bear hit with tranquilizer dart runs
into pond, drowns

Planning for "The Big One"

Firefighters Train for Mayday
Exercise

Principal: Texas football coach says
he ordered hit on ref

Reality show's ghost-hunting
couple dead in Nevada standoff

Business News
Thursday,
September 10
2015, 11:48
PM CDT

Volkswagen CEO resigns

Possible Mineral Withdrawal
About 80 people were unable to make it inside the public hearing because the building reached capacity in Grants Pass,
Oregon, Thursday, Sept. 10, 2015. (KTVL/Ariana Rakhshani)

BERLIN (AP) -- Volkswagen CEO Martin Winterkorn
stepped down Wednesday, days after admitting that the
world's top-selling carmaker had rigged diesel emissions
to pass U.S. tests during his tenure.

By Ariana Rakhshani/KTVL.com

read more...

GRANTS PASS, Ore. -- The public hearings are over. Now, it is time for the Bureau of Land Management to assess the
environmental impact of industrial mining on wild rivers in southwest Oregon.
This is all about the possibility of a mineral withdrawal beginning in two years, and lasting an additional five years.
Currently, there is a mineral segregation; that means if someone has a valid claim, they can mine. The segregation will
last the next two years, but Congress has asked BLM to assess the environmental impact, and report the findings to it.
Congress will then make an informed decision as to whether it should pass the mineral withdrawal for five years.

Entertainment News
SEAN PENN SUES LEE DANIELS
NEW YORK (AP) -- The second season of "Empire"
begins tonight.
read more...
Get This
TRUMP-COLBERT

The BLM held a public hearing on Thursday night in Grants Pass, and about 300 people came out to support clean water.
"I'm here for clean water and for clean air and to protect the salmon and to protect the environment of this place that I've
come to know and love and feel a great need to protect," clean water supporter Ray Wilberg said.

The BLM is accepting written statements until September 28th.
58
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Science/Tech News
IN THE NEWS: JUDGE UPHOLDS RULE REQUIRING
CELLPHONE MAKERS TO WARN OF DANGERS

Those in favor of mining said it does not harm the fish or water.

Like

NEW YORK (AP) -- Trump or Colbert (kohl-BEHR')?
read more...

Sort by Top

BERKELEY, Calif. (AP) -- A federal judge has mostly
upheld a new ordinance in Berkeley, California -- one
that requires cellphone sellers to warn people about the
dangers of keeping their phones close to their bodies.
read more...
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Petrock Oregon
How can people think that the wildlife and environment will not be damaged from this! Everything
will be negatively affected. Do not allow this to happen!!
Like · Reply ·
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Judy Hughes · College of the Redwoods, Crescent City, CA
Our water, Provided by the Smith river would be made undrinkable. The human beings water would
be taken. We are more of an importance that some other countrys mining for minerals.
the Smith is supose to be protected be the government
Like · Reply ·

2 · Sep 11, 2015 1:23pm
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Letters to the Editor, Sept. 9
Thanks to firefighters
Thank you to the firefighters who are still working so hard to keep our valley safe. I appreciate your ceaseless efforts to
handle these fires. I am sure many people in this community agree with me.
Ginnie Deason
Medford
Don't be fooled
Water is our most valuable mineral resource. Period. It is blue gold. In fact, it is much more valuable than gold or
nickel as we face deepening drought and expanding population pressures.
Do we really want to spend our already over-allocated water stocks, which cannot be replaced, on toxic nickel mining operations that will extract not only our
water but millions and millions of dollars out of our economy? What will it take for our county and state to move away from the boom and bust of extraction
industries that do a smash and grab with our natural resources?
A quick search on Google provides an alarming number of industrial hard rock mining fiascoes that have left communities like ours with Superfund sites and
bankrupt mining companies that dump the costs of cleanup onto taxpayers. It happens over and over and over, despite endless assurances by these companies
that it won’t happen here.
It is pure folly to let Red Flat Nickel Corp. and RNR Resources plunder what little water we have, take the money they make and boogie on down the road to
the next group of suckers. Don’t be fooled by these people.
Iris Chinook
Cave Junction
Rogue River Community Tennis Association
Canceled fire stations
Well fire lads and ladies, guess we know how you are thought of by the Medford City Council. New cop shop with new parking structure and nothing for the
fire service. By the way, great job by the City Council. Good thing the fire department does not function like the council or there would be a lot more death and
destruction around here.
Cliff Geddis
Trail
No coverage
On Aug. 15 about 400 runners ran 13.3 miles to the top of Mount Ashland. The day before the run, The Daily Tidings featured photographs, and a good article
about the event. The Mail Tribune printed nothing.
We were anxious to read the results after the race in both papers, especially since our daughter, Julianna, ran the race. Since there was no coverage in either
newspaper, we will not know any results including the finishers and winners.
The letter to the Mail Tribune editor written recently by Victoria Mayfield , whose daughter won the competition, was appropriate when she criticized the
Tribune for non-coverage. She wrote, "This year's event showcased many "hometown" athletes whose accomplishments should be shared." We agree
thoroughly.
The reporting about baseball games, football games and other mainly male sports have always been published in detail. We hope you will cover next year's Mt.
Ashland Hill Run, having both men and women participators, with complete coverage.
Dick and Mary Mastain
Ashland
Tennis courts are ready
It has taken time, determination and effort, but the job got done. City Manager Mark Reagles, Public Works Director John Krawczyk and city employees stayed
the course. The city provided a matching grant to the grant received from Oregon Parks. The new courts, nets, and fencing were beautifully done.
Congratulations!

http://www.mailtribune.com/article/20150909/OPINION/150909654?template=printart

1/2

Letters to the editor Sept. 5, 2015
Stop strip mining
Mineral withdrawal. Sounds benign enough, but it isn’t.
During my 30-year career as a fisheries biologist, I observed the devastation
of a small tributary to Lake Chelan. When the price of ore no longer
supported operations, the mining company walked away, sold the property
for one dollar and left the bottom of the creek coated with orange floc. The
area is now a Superfund site with long-term cleanup in progress.
More recently I was selected to serve on an independent science panel that
reviewed potential impacts of the proposed Pebble Mine on the Bristol Bay
watershed. What I’ve learned from my experience is that the risk to our
precious streams and rivers from mining is not worth the revenue because
there is no such thing as “restoration.”
Once rivers and streams become polluted by toxic mine waste, there is no
turning back the page of time. Adverse effects from heavy metals can be as
obvious as the death of aquatic insects or as subtle as compromised homing
response for adult salmon.
Forty years ago, I surveyed the headwaters of Hunter Creek and found wild
steelhead, Chinook salmon and cutthroat trout. Each species had its place in
a unique ecosystem. Hunter, Rough and Ready, Baldface, North Fork Smith,
North Fork Pistol. Each of these streams is pristine, unique and special to
people who visit and wildlife that rely on them to carry out their life cycle.
Let’s keep them that way. Stop strip mining before it happens.
Dennis Dauble
Richland, WA
!
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Guest Opinion: Proposed nickel mines will leave a toxic legacy
There are three proposed industrial nickel mines on the edges of our Kalmiopsis Wilderness. All three are open for public comment to the BLM in September,
and I want to make sure our community knows about the proposals and carefully weighs their consequences. These industrial strip mines threaten to
introduce toxic heavy metal pollution into some of the cleanest and wildest rivers on the west coast.
The proposed nickel mines in the Kalmiopsis region would drain into the watersheds of the North Fork Smith River, the Illinois River, and Hunter Creek and
the Pistol River near Gold Beach. This is drinking water for Crescent City and Gold Beach, as well as world-class salmon, cutthroat and steelhead habitat.
Mines pose significant health concerns. Every day, working as a nurse at Providence Medford Medical Center, I see illness tear families and lives apart. Despite
medical heroics, by the time people with the problems caused by a lifetime of damage wind up in my hospital, it is rare to fully recover.
Prevention and healthy living makes more difference to lasting health than anything I can do as a nurse with needles or pills. Health is determined by how
clean our air is, how many hours we work, whether we are relaxed with friends or stressed in traffic, and our daily decisions at the grocery store. Health is the
water we drink and the food we eat. There are some factors we control, but many we don’t.
According to the Environmental Protection Agency’s most recent report, metal mining is the most toxic industry in America. Mining for metal was responsible
for 47 percent of all toxic pollution in the United States. Mining pollution could be more harmful to the health of our communities than building chemical
plants in our backyards. The toxic potential of hard-rock mines like these three local proposals is well documented.
Three things make mines famously toxic. Mines expose rocks that are rich in heavy metal to air and water, where the metals leach into nearby watersheds even
decades after mining stops. Many mines extract metals from ore using acids and toxic solvents, which are held in ponds that often flood or leak into nearby
water sources. Finally, and worst, is bioaccumulation.
Heavy metals such as mercury, or the nickel, chromium and manganese that would come from the Kalmiopsis mines, will accumulate slowly in the bodies of
organisms exposed to them. Nearly the full amount of toxin in each prey animal stays in the predator and accumulates through its life. Persistent toxins such
as these concentrate quickly through the food chain. A predator such as a salmon downstream of a mine could have thousands of times the toxic metal load as
the water. The fish become poisonous. When you eat toxic fish you accumulate the same toxins in your body. Some of them stay in your body through your
whole life.
Heavy metal poisoning can cause a variety of ailments. Manganese at poisonous levels is a neurotoxin, which slowly causes neurological breakdown. It starts
with weakness, fatigue and impotence, then progresses to symptoms like Parkinson’s, sometimes with aggression and psychosis. Chromium poisoning disrupts
cellular processes and in some forms can alter DNA.
Nickel itself is one of the most carcinogenic of the heavy metals. According to the CDC, toxic level nickel exposure is linked to lung cancer, cardiovascular
disease, neurological deficits and developmental deficits in children.
Children are most in danger from toxins. Their small bodies and developing nervous systems are damaged by much lower levels of heavy metals in their
drinking water or foods.
Human health is precious. It is the water we drink and the food we eat. The mountain top is connected to the hospital bed. Heavy metals from mines do not
simply disappear, even after a mine closes. If we allow these mines, we will never fully know their human cost. We will pay for mining pollution with one
cancer diagnosis and one child with developmental disabilities at a time.
As for me, I want my future to be catching clean fish and swimming on the river with my children. I don’t want to track the health risk of local fish and I don’t
want to see metal poisonings in the hospital. I hope you will join me in calling for a stop to these proposals. Sign on to the public comment letter and get
involved at KalmiopsisWildRivers.org. The Smith, Illinois and Pistol rivers are a place for clean water, swimming, and fishing, not industrial mines.
Jessica Thompson is a registered nurse in Medford. She has a BA in biology and worked for two freshwater ecology laboratories before going into medicine.
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GUEST VIEWPOINT

Protect SW Oregon from
nickel strip mining
By Ken Morrish
For The Register-Guard
AUG. 3, 2015
Oregonians face a threat that demands our action. Large-scale nickel strip
mines threaten our public lands and the wild rivers in the greater Kalmiopsis
region of southwest Oregon.
These Bureau of Land Management and U.S. Forest Service lands belong to all
Americans, and are recognized as some of the most botanically rich regions in
North America. Their headwaters give rise to some of the healthiest remaining
wild steelhead- and salmon-producing rivers in the West. This is not the kind
of place you want the dirtiest industry in America setting up shop.
If the mines were developed, the Illinois River, the North Fork of the Smith
River, the Pistol River and Hunter Creek would be the most affected. Not
everyone knows about these rivers — and for the past 20 years, as a diehard
and secretive fly fisherman, that has worked to my advantage.
I co-own a successful international fly fishing travel company. I have fished
the world’s greatest waters, with an emphasis on anadromous fish such as
salmon and steelhead. And despite the remarkable places I have seen, these
four threatened river systems in the most remote reaches of southern Oregon

remain the center of my fishing world — the places I always return to, the
places that challenge and inspire me, the places I have long lied about to
protect their identity from the masses.
Now that they are under attack, the tide has changed and I have to speak up
about how special these waterways are to ensure that they are there for us and
for others in the future.
Red Flat Nickel Corp. is the primary company hoping to mine the region. This
large foreign entity, a subsidiary of St. Peter Port Capital, is based on the
island of Guernsey, a British protectorate known primarily as a haven for
offshore banking. RFNC is run by an investment manager, and to further
protect St. Peter Port Capital, is licensed only in Panama. If nothing else, these
international extraction specialists know how to cover their tracks.
How can this be happening? The simple answer is the antiquated Mining Act
of 1872, a 143-year-old piece of legislation that still names mining as the
highest and best use of our cherished public lands.
No matter that the company is foreign, that it will pay no royalties to
Americans, and that mining is dirtiest business in the world, with a mere 88
mineral mining facilities contributing nearly half of all toxic pollution in the
United States.
So what’s in it for us? Nothing more than a mess that taxpayers will get to
clean up for decades to come.
RFNC intends to develop mines at the Red Flat site (a 1,770-acre area in the
headwaters of the Pistol River and Hunter Creek) and the Cleopatra site (a
2,900-acre area in the headwaters of the wild and scenic North Fork of the
Smith River).
Another company, RNR Resources (formerly Nicore), has proposed a fullscale mining operation on a 4,300-acre site, some of which is located directly
on Rough and Ready Creek, a salmon-bearing tributary to the Illinois River.

These three potential strip mines put way too much at risk: the drinking water
of a half dozen communities, the integrity of the wild and scenic North Fork of
the Smith, recreational access to regions of extraordinary biological diversity,
and the long-term viability of one of the greatest remaining strongholds for
wild salmon and steelhead in the lower 48.
Fortunately, Sens. Ron Wyden and Jeff Merkley and Rep. Peter DeFazio
introduced the Southwest Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection Act (S.
346 & H.R. 682), which would protect 100,000 acres of federal land in the
Kalmiopsis region from new mining claims, designate new reaches of the
Chetco River as wild and scenic, and require companies such as RFNC and
RNR Resources to prove the financial viability of their mines before
proceeding any further.
But it will take years to get these bills through Congress and signed by the
president. In the interim, federal agencies have stepped up to fill the gap. The
BLM is currently taking public comment on a proposed five-year ban on new
mining claims for this region — but the agency cannot take action without
strong public support.
From my experience as an angler and lover of wild places, I strongly believe
that there is no region more worthy of this protection. Tell the BLM to provide
the maximum protection for these lands now, while Congress considers
legislation that would provide permanent protection.
BLM is accepting comments until Sept. 28 (email
BLM_OR_WA_WITHDRAWLS@blm.gov). Oregonians need to express their
strong support of the Southwest Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection
Act and for withdrawing this remarkable region from the threat of future
mining.
Ken Morrish of Ashland is co-owner of Fly Water Travel.
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Letter: Foreign investors would destroy Oregon forests,
rivers
Protect Oregon water and trees
Have you ever smelled the vanilla-pineapple essence of a Jeffrey Pine tree? You will never forget
it. Fond of serpentine soil, the Jeffrey thrives along riverbanks in Oregon’s Kalmiopsis
Wilderness. The Kalmiopsis is my most cherished wild place; it contains pristine wild rivers and
diverse and rare plant life — unparalleled in the West, but it’s threatened by industrial strip
mining.
Two foreign mining companies want to develop three nickel strip mines across thousands of
acres of National Forest and Bureau of Land Management land. Damage from nickel mining on
these public lands will be irreversible and severe.
Amazingly, the foreign investors would be the sole beneficiaries of this public land mining. The
stakes for Oregonians include: toxic waste, toxic water pollution, fish and other wildlife and
habitat destruction, the release of carcinogenic asbestos, and the elimination of healthy fishing
and recreational opportunities.
Do you want to help protect Kalmiopsis creeks and rivers from foreign mining? Just write or call
your congressmen and tell them to protect our precious lands from foreign mining or submit a
public comment on: kalmiopsiswildrivers.org.
Susan Roudebush
Ashland

http://www.nrtoday.com/news/opinion/17187764-113/letter-foreign-investors-would-destroy-oregon-forests-rivers
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Guest Opinion: It's the right
time for river protection
By Jack E. Williams
Posted Jul. 5, 2015 at 12:01 AM
Big-time mining could change the face of some of our most iconic
Oregon rivers. Large mines have been proposed for years in the
Rough and Ready Creek area and now a foreign mining
corporation proposes test drilling for nickel in the beautiful
headwater area of Baldface Creek in the North Fork Smith River,
and in the North Fork Pistol River and Hunter Creek watersheds in
the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest.
Test drilling is the first step toward production that would include
new roads, surface mines and slag heaps. The North Fork Smith
is a gem: a big salmon and steelhead producer and the water
supply for a number of northern California communities. A big
nickel mine would be an unwelcomed game changer for everyone
downstream.
Like any valuable asset, our rivers and streams must be
protected.
Rivers are the lifeblood of our region. They provide our drinking
water, abundant salmon and steelhead, whitewater rafting and a
much-needed place for the family to gather for a cool hike or
swim. Their value is never more evident than during this year’s
record hot, dry summer.
But the value of rivers goes well beyond these common uses and
extends into another dimension. Time seems suspended along

rivers. Our frantic world slows to the pace of water moving along
the shoreline. Sitting in the shade of a large pine or cottonwood
along a stream is like stepping back in time. Childlike, we toss
pebbles into the water and once again find joy in simple things.
Curry County knows the long-term value of these rivers and,
much to their credit, the county commissioners have formally
objected to the mine plans.
Oregon’s political leaders in Washington, D.C., know the value of
these rivers too. Sen. Ron Wyden has introduced S. 346, the
Southwest Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection Act of 2015.
Rep.Peter DeFazio has a companion bill, H.R. 682, introduced in
the House. Both bills would provide long-term protection from
large mining projects through withdrawal of lands for new mining
operations. Neither bill would affect valid existing rights.
The bills also provide long-overdue designations for regional
rivers under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. Sections of the
Chetco River would be designated as wild, scenic or recreational
under the act, providing protection from new mining claims and
mineral leasing. These bills would ensure that the Chetco runs
free and clear for all Oregonians to enjoy.
These bills deserve our support and their authors deserve our
thanks. But, getting these measures through Congress and
signed by the president will take time.
Federal agencies have stepped in to fill the gap. On June 29, the
Bureau of Land Management published a notice of withdrawal of
BLM and national forest lands along these rivers from mineral
entry for up to five years. There is a 90-day window to show our
support for this measure to make sure we have protection while
the legislation works through the maze on Capitol Hill.
Comments are needed in support of the withdrawal and can be
sent to the BLM state office in Portland. It would be a shame to

lose the long-term value of these rivers for short-term economic
greed.
Water is a precious resource in the West. As a fisheries biologist
and former federal land manager, I can cite volumes on the
importance of local rivers to our livelihood. But you don’t need a
graduate degree to realize the value of clean, free-flowing water.
We all depend on these resources.
When was the last time you saw local elected officials, our
congressional representatives and federal agencies all come
together for a common purpose? It takes something of great
value, like our rivers, to bring us all together. Now, it’s our turn.
Let us speak for our rivers.
Jack Williams is chief scientist for Trout Unlimited and former
supervisor of the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest.

Letters to the editor July 11,
2015
By The Curry Coastal Pilot July 10, 2015 09:05 pm
Commendation
It’s not often politicians get a pat on the back these days, but I’d like to commend our
delegation on their effort to protect the things that matter to Curry County residents.
A proposed mine and smelter facility on Rough and Ready Creek, a tributary of the Wild
and Scenic Illinois River, has been looming for two decades. Now we have a foreignowned mining company proposing test drilling in the pristine watershed of Baldface
Creek in the North Fork Smith River and in the headwaters of Hunter Creek and Pistol
River with the intent to also develop nickel strip mines.
These will remain as looming threats to sportsmen and women into the future unless
something is done. Legislation recently introduced by the Oregon delegation aims to
finally defuse these threats for one simple reason: These places are simply too important
to Oregonians.
The Rogue River is a salmon and steelhead factory, bringing tens of thousands of fish into
rivers and tributaries every year. Across the border, the Smith is the primary water supply
for several communities in Del Norte County.
Why on earth would we mess with the headwaters and tributaries by opening them to
industries known for being the biggest toxic polluters in the country?
For years, Sen. Ron Wyden has been calling for protection of these tributaries and rivers.
Not far behind him have been Sen. Jeff Merkley and Reps. Peter DeFazio and Jared
Huffman.
I thank them for protecting our clean drinking water the commercial and sport-fishing
economy, and the communities that rely on these resources. Let’s stand behind them on
this issue.
Dean Finnerty Cottage Grove
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Safeguarding our public
lands
By The Curry Coastal Pilot
July 03, 2015 02:10 pm
By Dave Lacey, Hunter Creek River Steward, Gold Beach; Ann Vileisis,
Kalmiopsis Audubon Society, Port Orford; Mark Sherwood, Native Fish
Society, Brookings
Thank you commissioners, congressman and senators.
Metal mining is the most polluting industry in America — not the kind of
neighbor you want to move in next door.
So in 2013, when the U.S. Forest Service announced that a foreign-owned
corporation had plans to start drill work with the aim of developing a nickel
strip-mine at the headwaters of Hunter Creek and Pistol River, we — and
many of our friends, neighbors and fishing buddies — became very
concerned.
Over the past year or so, we have all learned about the polluting impacts of
metal mines, how mining at Red Flat would mean stripping the land, how red
dust from nickel ore makes people sick, and how heap-leach processing and
tailings ponds in high-rain areas can lead to devastating spills.
Our Hunter Creek neighbors have become worried about the future of their
wells, their property values, and their children’s health. We’ve learned how the
antiquated Mining Law of 1872 trumps other environmental protection laws
and gives the Forest Service little leeway to do anything but allow mine
development to proceed, unless special action is taken.

We are concerned about the future of our beloved backyard rivers, their
unique native fish runs, and the remarkable, rare wildflowers that grow in
Hunter Creek’s botanical areas and in Red Flat’s distinctive serpentine soils.
With other nickel strip mines proposed at the pristine headwaters of the Wild
and Scenic Smith and the Illinois rivers, we’re concerned about the very
future of our unique place. Many of us in Curry County are now striving to
develop a robust recreational economy based on our clean water,
extraordinary fishing and other outdoor activities that draw visitors and new
residents, especially young people.
This existing and growing industry makes up about 16 percent of the jobs in
Curry County.
What would happen to our Wild Rivers Coast if America’s most polluting
industry set up shop at the headwaters of our most cherished wild rivers? We
could risk losing the very qualities that make our South Coast so special.
For all these reasons, over the past few years, hundreds of local people have
taken tours up at Red Flat, signed petitions, sent letters and visited city hall.
When our Curry County commissioners looked into the issue, they joined in
our concerns. Beyond that, citizens and residents have gone to every town
hall and begged our elected oﬃcials in Congress to help.
Well, they listened and took special action. We are extremely grateful for the
leadership and foresight that Congressman DeFazio and Senators Wyden
and Merkley have shown by introducing legislation that will help protect the
headwaters of Hunter Creek and Pistol, Smith and Illinois rivers from the
devastating impacts of mining. (It will add protections for the Chetco, too)
Their Southwest Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection Act will help keep
us on track for a sustainable economy based on our region’s extraordinary
natural values.
On behalf of hundreds of citizens who care about clean water, healthy rivers
and abundant salmon, our elected oﬃcials deserve a resounding thank you
for their eﬀort to safeguard the public lands in our local “backyard.”
Let’s hope that the rest of Congress will recognize that our very special
corner of Oregon is no place for a nickel strip-mine and jump on board.
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Feds block mining claims
By Adam Spencer, The Triplicate July 02, 2015 10:42 am
Proposed mineral
withdrawal in N. Fork Smith
basin. Pink: Red Flat Nickel
Corp.'s mining claims in N.
Fork Smith Watershed.
Bureau of Land
Management / Friends of
the Kalmiopsis

N. Fork Smith,
regional rivers receive
protection
Dealing a huge blow to
mining proposals in the
North Fork Smith River
basin the Bureau of Land
Management on Monday
issued a two-year ban on
new mining claims in areas of southwest Oregon targeted for nickel and
other valuable metals.
The two-year ban — or “segregation” — will be in place while the
Department of the Interior considers a five-year mineral withdrawal, a
designation prohibiting the founding of new mining claims. The five-year
withdrawal is intended to preserve the status quo while Congress considers
legislation for a permanent withdrawal authored by representatives Jared

Huﬀman and Peter DeFazio, as well as senators Ron Wyden and Jeﬀ
Merkley.
“The action by the BLM gets us a step closer to protecting some of the
most ecologically sensitive rivers in Oregon from destructive mining
practices,” Sen. Merkley said in a press release. “Now it’s time for Congress
to step up and pass the legislation needed to make this protection
permanent.”
The North Fork Smith headwaters and other watersheds in Southern
Oregon aﬀected by the ban contain thriving salmon and steelhead streams.
The California Legislature passed a resolution last week urging federal
action to protect the Smith River from potential mining impacts.
"Protecting Northern California’s spectacular wild and scenic Smith River,
the key source of drinking water for many communities and a stronghold for
salmon and steelhead, is the only responsible thing to do,” Huﬀman said in
the press release. “Keeping new mining activities out of the Smith and its
tributaries has been an important priority for me, and I have been glad to
have such a partner in my friend Peter DeFazio of Oregon, whose district
shares the watershed. I am also pleased that the administration is acting on
our recommendation to prohibit potentially hazardous mining in this
sensitive watershed.”
The Del Norte County Board of Supervisors and the Crescent City Council
have both formally stated their opposition to large-scale mining eﬀorts in
the North Fork Smith basin and more than 15,000 signatures have been
collected in opposition to the project.
“Congressman Huﬀman has heard this community’s call for action, and we
thank him for his leadership,” said Grant Werschkull, executive director of
the Smith River Alliance, a local conservation group that has opposed the
mining eﬀorts. “There is adamant opposition here to a strip mine in the
watershed — and for good reason. This community will not allow mining to
poison the Smith River and downstream water supplies.”
The withdrawal eﬀorts are partially in response to Red Flat Nickel Corp.’s
plan to perform test drilling, with the goal of a 3,000-acre strip mine for

nickel, cobalt and chromium in an area called the Cleopatra site on the
Oregon-California border about 12 miles west of O’Brien. The area is
drained by Baldface Creek, a primary tributary of the North Fork Smith that
has been recognized as eligible for the National and Wild and Scenic River
system. Red Flat Mining Corporation took its name from another area it has
proposed to mine, in the headwaters of Hunter Creek and Pistol River south
of Gold Beach, Ore., which will also be protected by Monday’s withdrawal.
The proposed withdrawal also protects part of the Rough and Ready Creek
basin, a tributary to the Illinois River that has also been targeted for nickel
mining in recent years.
Baldface Creek, Rough and Ready Creek, Hunter Creek and Pistol River are
all known for wild salmon and steelhead populations and their
accompanying economic, recreational and natural resource values.
Glen Spain, Regional Director of the Pacific Coast Federation of
Fishermen’s Associations, the West Coast’s largest trade association of
commercial fishing families, expressed his appreciation for the work done
by the Oregon and California lawmakers “to protect these fragile and
economically important coastal wild salmon strongholds” from mining
eﬀorts.
“It would be very bad policy indeed to allow mining on Oregon's key
salmon-producing streams and rivers,” Spain said. “Trying to put any major
mine in the middle of the headwaters of any major salmon river is a recipe
for disaster. On the Smith River, it could undo the millions of dollars already
spent by the state and federal governments on salmon habitat restoration
work.”
Policy in practice
Neither the two-year segregation, the five-year mineral withdrawal or a
permanent withdrawal through legislation will outright terminate “valid
existing rights” — mining claims that can be proven to contain a
“discovery” of a valuable mineral deposit — but the Washington lawmakers
said their bill “will require current claims to meet a rigorous validation
process before mining is allowed to proceed,” according to a statement.

Red Flat Nickel Corp.’s mining claims in the Baldface Creek/North Fork
Smith drainage and in the Hunter Creek and Pistol River watersheds near
Gold Beach have not been validated.
A representative from Red Flat Nickel Corp. was reached by phone but
declined to comment on whether the company will continue to pursue their
test drilling proposals, which would prompt the BLM to initiate the
expensive “valid existing rights” determination process.
In order to validate a discovery “you must have found a mineral deposit and
you must have enough evidence to show that the mineral deposit is of such
a character that a person of ordinary prudence would be justified in
expending additional labor and means, with a reasonable prospect of
success, in developing a valuable mine” and “show that the mineral can be
extracted, removed and marketed at a profit,” according to BLM policies.
The “prudent man rule” and “marketability test” outlined by the BLM is
based on the quality and quantity of valuable mineral deposits covered by a
claim as well as the market price for those metals on the date of the
withdrawal and the date of the mineral examination.
Public meetings and public comment period
Public meetings regarding the proposed withdrawal will be held in the near
future but have not yet been announced.
The publishing on Monday of the proposed mineral withdrawal in the
Federal Register begins a 90-day public comment period ending Sept. 28,
2015. Comments, suggestions or objections in connection with the
proposed withdrawal application can be sent to the Oregon state director,
at this address: Bureau of Land Management, Oregon State Oﬃce, P.O.
Box 2965, Portland, Oregon 97208-2965.
For more information on the proposed withdrawal, contact Michael L.
Barnes, Oregon State Oﬃce, Bureau of Land Management, at
503-808-6155 or by email m1barnes@blm.gov or Candice Polisky, USFS
Pacific Northwest Region, at 503-808-2479
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Smith Headwaters Mining
Withdrawal Filed
By GEOFFREY RILEY & EMILY CURETON • JUL 1, 2015
U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio explains the reasons for protecting land from mining.

Southern Oregon and Northern California's Smith River could
be temporarily protected from mining by a maneuver proposed
by the Bureau of Land Management.

The North Fork of the Smith, near Hiouchi, California.
CREDIT PGHOLBROOK/WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

BLM plans to withdraw roughly 100,000 acres of public land
from mining in Curry and Josephine Counties, including land
considered for a major nickel mine.
break

The proposed five-year withdrawal would give Congress
members--including Oregon's Peter DeFazio--a chance to pass
legislation withdrawing the land permanently.
Rep. DeFazio joins us with the short-term and long-term plans
for the land.
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Mining proposal: State asks
feds to protect river
By Adam Spencer, The Triplicate June 30, 2015 12:05 print
Photo courtesy of Jon Parmentier California
lawmakers passed a resolution this week urging
federal action to protect the North Fork Smith
watershed, including Baldface Creek (pictured
here), which could be impacted by runoff from
proposed nickel mining. Photo courtesy of Jon
Parmentier

The California Assembly joined the state Senate Thursday in approving a resolution
that formally requests federal action to “safeguard” the unprotected portions of the
North Fork Smith River in Oregon, an area that has received significant local, state
and national attention after a company’s efforts to mine the area were made public in
2012.
“We all have serious concerns about the potential negative impact to Del Norte
County’s drinking water and the massive environmental damage that would be caused
if we saw this devastating strip mine take hold on the Oregon side of the border,” said
state Sen. Mike McGuire, who authored the resolution and represents the North Coast
from Del Norte to Marin, in a phone interview with the Triplicate.
The resolution, titled Smith River Watershed Protection measure, cannot and does not
provide more protection for the unprotected areas of the North Fork Smith watershed
that lie in Oregon. But McGuire said the resolution is intended to inspire federal
action that can protect the area, such as wild and scenic river designation, which
creates a quarter mile of protection on either side of any stream designated as “wild.”
Most of the North Fork Smith in Oregon is already designated as wild, although

Baldface Creek in Oregon, one of the North Fork’s main tributaries, does not have the
designation.
“The ideal vision would be having the same protection we have in California,”
McGuire said, referring to the Smith River National Recreation Area, which prevented
future mining claims after the NRA was created by Congress in 1990. More than 325
miles of the Smith River in California is in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
system.
“The bottom-line is that we need to permanently protect the entire Smith River
watershed forever,” McGuire said, adding that this resolution was the will of the
Crescent City Council and the Del Norte Board of Supervisors.
McGuire’s resolution passed by a 46-19 vote on the Assembly floor on Thursday and
passed by a 25-12 vote on the Senate floor in April. Del Norte’s former state senator,
Jim Nielsen, voted against the resolution when it was up for vote on the Senate floor.
The resolution specifically states: “That the Legislature urges the President of the
United States and Congress to permanently safeguard the currently unprotected North
Fork of the Smith River watershed in Oregon from any mining activities that would
have potential impacts on water supplies, economies, or the environment in
California’s portion of the Smith River watershed.”
McGuire’s resolution was drafted in response to Red Flat Nickel Corporation’s plan to
perform test drilling with the goal of a 3,000-acre strip mine for nickel, cobalt and
chromium in an area called the Cleopatra site on the Oregon-California border about
12 miles west of O’Brien, Ore. A U.S. Forest Service environmental analysis of the
project is on hold until the company submits an amended plan that can conduct
exploratory drilling without the use of surface water. The Oregon Department of
Water Resources denied Red Flat’s application to use surface water for drilling in
2014.
Red Flat’s proposed mining operation in the Cleopatra area would be in the drainage
of Baldface Creek, a primary tributary to the North Fork Smith, and Rough and Ready
Creek, a primary tributary to the Illinois River. Red Flat Mining Corporation took its
name from another area it has proposed to mine, in the headwaters of Hunter Creek
and Pistol River south of Gold Beach, Ore.

Both the Crescent City Council and Del Norte County Board of Supervisors have
formally stated their opposition to strip mining efforts in the Oregon reaches of the
Smith River watershed, which provides the vast majority of drinking water to Del
Norte County.
More than 15,000 signatures in opposition to the mining proposal were delivered to
federal managers last year and more than 3,000 comment letters were received by the
Oregon Department of Water Resources during the first public comment period that
any agency has had for the project.
“Locating a strip mine upstream of the water supply for most of the residents of Del
Norte County is a terrible idea, and we’re grateful for Senator’s McGuire’s leadership
to prevent it from ever happening. We’re also grateful for the diverse stakeholders
who support Sen. McGuire’s resolution including Del Norte County, the City of
Crescent City, and state and national fishery protection organizations,” said Grant
Werschkull, executive director of Smith River Alliance, which has been one of the
most visible and vocal opponents to the efforts to mine in the North Fork Smith
watershed.
McGuire emphasized the importance of a healthy Smith River for Del Norte County’s
drinking water, anglers that like to fish the Smith, and businesses that rely on Smith
River-dependent tourism, summing up the measure by saying:
“This sends the message that we need permanent protection for the Smith River, and it
allows the federal government to develop a roadmap that would bring permanent
protection forward.”
McGuire also mentioned the possibility of federal protection in the form of a mineral
withdrawal, which would remove the unprotected North Fork Smith River basin from
being available for future mining claims.
The Southwestern Oregon Watershed and Salmon Protection Act of 2015 introduced
in February by Sen. Ron Wyden and Congressman Pete DeFazio would complete that
mineral withdrawal, but the bills are expected to have little-to-no chance of gaining
traction in the Republican-controlled congress.
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Proposed act aims to
protect rivers from mining
By Jane Stebbins, Pilot staﬀ writer June 30, 2015 09:39 pm
U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio and Sens. Ron Wyden and Jeﬀ Merkley came
through this week for the folks who live at the headwaters of Hunter Creek
and the North Forks of the Pistol and Smith rivers.
The three oﬃcials introduced the Southwestern Oregon Salmon and
Watershed Protection Act of 2015, which prompted the agencies to
conduct a “mineral withdrawal,” which temporarily removes the area from
the permissive parameters of the Mining Act of 1872.
That act says mining is the “best use” to occur on U.S. Forest Service
lands, and has drawn the ire of many other users of the forest, including
recreationists, environmentalists and fishing folk, among others.
“I would like to see the federal government update their mining laws; that’s
the real problem,” Gold Beach City Administrator Jodi Fritts said last
summer, when the mining company asked to purchase water from the city.
The request was denied.
“You can say the mining companies are mean and evil, but the federal
laws allow them to be,” Fritts said of the act. “The laws need to be
changed to reflect our modern times — you can’t go with a law that was
made in 1872. And I feel bad for the Forest Service people; their hands are
tied, as well.”

Red Flat
The Red Flat Mining Company, whose headquarters are on an isle oﬀ
England known for its oﬀshore banking, proposed last year to drill 35
experimental cores along a ridge above Hunter Creek and along the
headwaters of Pistol River this summer, in an attempt to locate nickel.
Nickel is a rare metal, and used in electronics, computers and airline
components.
U.S. Assistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Management oﬃcials
agreed to remove 5,216.18 acres of BLM-managed and Revested Oregon
California Railroad (O&C) lands, and 95,805.53 acres of National Forest
system lands for five years to “preserve the status quo while Congress
considers legislation to permanently withdraw those areas.”
Dave Lacey, a Hunter Creek resident who has been fighting the mining
proposal, now has some hope, he said. The river on which he lives and in
which he fishes is home to native salmon and steelhead populations and
features spectacular scenery.
“If the bill actually passes, the area would be permanently removed (from
the stipulations of the Mining Act),” he said. “We don’t know if that is likely
to happen. In the meantime, we have to make sure the withdrawal goes
through.”
Lacey is encouraging people to comment about the Southwestern Oregon
Salmon and Watershed Protection Act of 2015. Meetings addressing the
issue will be scheduled soon and announced in the Pilot.
Lacey and others have waited more than a year to get this far, and the
process to get the permanent legislation established could take another
two years.
First steps

This mineral withdrawal, however, is part of a more extensive process,
Lacey said.
“The mineral withdrawal is only for five years, but can be renewed
depending on the political environment we have in the years to come,”
Lacey said. “Once the withdrawal is complete, we will then consider how
to permanently protect the area from any future mining attempts. The
withdrawal will give us the time we need to decide how that protection will
look without the worry of new mining attempts.”
Wyden added, “I am pleased the Bureau of Land Management has agreed
to our request to put the mineral withdrawal into the Federal Register. That
decision ensures there will be a robust process for public input that
provides the best path forward to a goal all Oregonians share – ensuring
that our state’s remarkable rivers retain their critical role in salmon
protection.”
“Protecting Oregon’s most endangered rivers and preserving our treasured
natural areas are important to the health of both our environment and our
recreation economy,” Merkley said. “The action by the BLM gets us a step
closer to protecting some of the most ecologically sensitive rivers in
Oregon from destructive mining practices. Now it’s time for Congress to
step up and pass the legislation needed to make this protection
permanent.”
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Environment

Rule Would Put New
Mining Claims On Hold
In Southwest Oregon
Hot Spot
by Jes Burns OPB/EarthFix | June 26, 2015 6:23 p.m.
About 100,000 acres of federal land in southwest Oregon would be offlimits to new mining claims under a proposal expected Monday.
The area is in Josephine and Curry counties near the Chetco River.
Conservation groups have been trying to protect the area from nickel
mining and other types of mineral extraction.
The Bureau of Land Management has the power to stop new mining
development for up to 20 years through a process called “land withdrawal.”
In a preliminary federal notice issued Friday, the agency proposes to
withdraw the area for five years. That would allow time for Congress to
consider legislation to permanently exclude mining. Current valid mining
claims would still be honored.
Once the notice is published, there will be a 90-day public comment period
and public meetings scheduled.

