








May 2, 2022

The Honorable Jared Huffman

United States House of Representatives
1527 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Peter DeFazio

United States House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

RE: H.R. 7329, the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act
Dear Representatives Huffman and Defazio,

On behalf of the human powered outdoor recreation community, we write to thank
you for your leadership in protecting recreation and conservation values in Oregon
through H.R. 7329, the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act, and
express our strong support for the bill.

Outdoor Alliance is a coalition of ten member-based organizations representing the
human powered outdoor recreation community. The coalition includes Access
Fund, American Canoe Association, American Whitewater, International Mountain
Bicycling Association, Winter Wildlands Alliance, The Mountaineers, the American
Alpine Club, the Mazamas, Colorado Mountain Club, and Surfrider Foundation and
represents the interests of the millions of Americans who climb, paddle, mountain
bike, backcountry ski and snowshoe, and enjoy coastal recreation on our nation’s
public lands, waters, and snowscapes.

Outdoor Alliance strongly supports the Smith River National Recreation Area
Expansion Act. This legislation will protect the North Fork Smith River headwaters
from the destructive effects of strip mining and safeguard its unique habitat and
world class recreation opportunities.

The Smith River is the largest entirely free flowing river in California. Unfortunately,
the Smith River National Recreation Area currently does not include the portion of



the North Fork Smith in Oregon. Although relatively small in area, the bill protects
the northern headwaters of the Smith River, which support a unique landscape,
miles of pristine rivers and streams, and priceless recreation opportunities.

Current trends show that proximity to natural beauty and opportunities for
outdoor recreation are tightly linked to increased desirability and economic
development. The Smith River and its surroundings are already legendary in this
regard, and the primary economic base for the region is its recreational
opportunities, including fishing, hunting, whitewater paddling, cycling, hiking,
backpacking, and surfing. Any damage done to the headwaters of the North Fork
Smith has the potential to ripple down through all of these activities, causing
significant harm to the region’s economy. The legislation would protect the
remaining 58,000 acres of North Fork Smith watershed, including at least 40 miles
of hiking trails, a portion of the Kalmiopsis Wilderness, and 75 miles of river and



tributaries, which will be designated Wild and Scenic Rivers. These extraordinary
river segments include three premier wilderness whitewater paddling reaches
totaling 35 miles of rugged, remote, beautiful water of the highest quality.

On behalf of the human-powered outdoor recreation community, thank you for
introducing this important legislation. We look forward to working with you to
support of recreation and conservation values on our public lands and waters.

Best regards,

Louis Geltman
Policy Director
Outdoor Alliance

cc:  Adam Cramer, Chief Executive Officer, Outdoor Alliance
Chris Winter, Executive Director, Access Fund
Beth Spilman, Executive Director, American Canoe Association
Mark Singleton, Executive Director, American Whitewater
Kent McNeill, CEO, International Mountain Bicycling Association
Todd Walton, Executive Director, Winter Wildlands Alliance
Tom Vogl, Chief Executive Officer, The Mountaineers
Jamie Logan, Interim Director, American Alpine Club
Kaleen Deatheridge, Interim Executive Director, the Mazamas
Keegan Young, Executive Director, Colorado Mountain Club
Chad Nelson, Chief Executive Officer, Surfrider Foundation



May 3, 2022

The Honorable Joe Neguse

Chair, Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands
1419 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515

RE: Support for the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act (H.R. 7329)
Dear Honorable Joe Neguse:

Over the last several years the City of Crescent City has stated its opposition to any activities that
could be detrimental to the water quality of the Smith River. The Smith River is the community’s
water source and provides high quality drinking water for our residents, as well as thousands of
visitors year-round. In addition to providing drinking water to the City’s municipal water users, the
Smith River also offers a multitude of recreational activities including kayaking, rafting, swimming,
and fishing. The Smith River and its tributaries support a world-class fishery including salmon,
steelhead, and cutthroat trout. These recreational opportunities are enjoyed and valued by local
residents --- and they are also central to the region’s tourist industry.

Accordingly, the City Council City of Crescent City is pleased to support the subject legislation to
expand the Smith River National Recreation Area.

Thank you for your years of work to advance this important legislation which protects water

supplies in our bioregion and our travel and tourism-based economies. Please contact us if you
have questions.

Sincerely,

Jason Greenough, Mayor

cc: The Honorable Jared Huffman The Honorable Peter DeFazio
1527 Longworth House Office Bldg. 2134 Rayburn Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515






The League of Women Voters of Oregon is a 102-year-old grassroots nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and active
participation in government. We envision informed Oregonians participating in a fully accessible, responsive, and transparent government
to achieve the common good. LWVOR Legislative Action is based on advocacy positions formed through studies and member consensus.
The League never supports or opposes any candidate or political party.

April 19,2022

To: The Honorable Joe Neguse, Chair of the National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands Committee

cc: The Honorable Peter DeFazio, Representative for Oregon’s 4™ Congressional District

Re: H.R. 7329 Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act— Support

The League of Women Voters of Oregon would like to publicly express our support for the proposed
Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act, a concept similar to S. 2875 from 2020, which we
also supported, to protect the North Fork Smith River watershed in Oregon.

The North Fork Smith River has unique scenic, historic and recreational values. The League of Women
Voters of Oregon believes that water is a resource that should be managed for the benefit of the public
and as a sustainable habitat for all life forms. The League supports policies and statutes that promote
comprehensive long-range planning for conservation and management of ground and surface water and
the improvement of water quality.

The North Fork Smith River and its tributaries support several imperiled fish species including Southern
Oregon and Northern California Coast coho salmon, which are listed under the Endangered Species Act
as threatened. Other species that depend on this river system’s clean cool water for survival include
steelhead trout, Chinook salmon, and coastal cutthroat trout.

Fishing, kayaking, and white-water rafting folk from across the nation flock to the Smith River system,
including the North Fork Smith River in Oregon, to paddle and float its clear waters. Camping,
swimming, and hiking also draw thousands to this watershed. These recreational activities support local
community economies. This river’s crystal-clear pure waters are central to its recreational attraction.

The downstream communities of Gasquet, Hiouchi, Smith River and Crescent City all rely on the Smith
River for clean drinking water and agricultural use.

We support the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act. We believe this expansion is

necessary to maintain its extraordinary water quality and ecological values and to provide rural fishing
and recreation jobs for this shared special place in Oregon and California.

Rebecca Gladstone Peggy Lynch
LWVOR President LWVOR Natural Resources Coordinator

1330 12t St. SE, Suite 200 * Salem, OR 97302 « 503-581-5722 + Iwvor@lwvor.org * www.lwvor.org
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/7329/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22To+amend+the+Smith+River+National+Recreation+Area+Act+to+include+certain%22%2C%22To%22%2C%22amend%22%2C%22the%22%2C%22Smith%22%2C%22River%22%2C%22National%22%2C%22Recreation%22%2C%22Area%22%2C%22Act%22%2C%22to%22%2C%22include%22%2C%22certain%22%5D%7D&r=2&s=1

April 26, 2022

The Honorable Jared Huffman

United States House of Representatives
1527 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

RE: H.R. 7329 (Huffman) - The Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act -
SUPPORT

Dear Congressman Huffman:

The League of Women Voters of California is pleased to support H.R. 7329, your bill to
expand the Smith River National Recreation Area. This expansion will protect the
Smith River from pollution that would result from threatened mining activities. At both
state and national levels, the League strongly supports clean water protections. Our
support of the proposed expansion is based, in particular, on the League of Women
Voters of California’s water position. We support H.R. 7329 for the following reasons.

Providing for assessment of economic, social, and environmental costs and
benefits of projects affecting water. The Tolowa Dee Ni' Rancheria and Elk
Valley Rancheria are two recognized nations that depend on the Smith River.
Although both rancherias are located in Del Norte County, California, their
ancestral lands extended to the area of expansion of the SRNRA. The
protection of the North Fork of the Smith River will help to ensure that their
cultural values and economic interests in the Smith River may continue
unimpeded by pollution from new mining claims. In addition, the Smith River
Recreation Area provides recreational activities to numerous people. During
the pandemic, many have learned once again to appreciate spending time
outside. The expansion will provide more opportunities for outdoor activities
and provide many communities with economic opportunities related to
recreation.

Protecting the natural environment in areas of both water origin and water use.
The Smith River provides drinking water for numerous communities including
Gasquet, Hiouchi, Smith River, and Crescent City.

Reserving stream flows for protection of fish and wildlife habitat and other in-
stream uses. An anadromous fish species, Coho salmon, now on the
Endangered Species List, spawn in the Smith River. The inclusion of the North
Fork of the Smith will offer further protection to the Coho salmon and all the
other fauna and flora in the watershed.



Congressman Jared Huffman
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April 26, 2022

The League of Women Voters of California supports preserving wild and scenic rivers
like the North Fork of the Smith River. It is vital that we do everything possible to
preserve threatened watersheds as changing climate conditions challenge
Californians’ assumptions about how much water is available and how it can best be
managed, not just for immediate human uses, but for the vast and complex natural
systems of which we are a part.

Sincerely,

Carol Moon Goldberg
President



April 28, 2022

RE: Testimony in support of H.R. 7329, The Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act.

To:
The Honorable Joe Neguse

Chair, Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands
1419 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Neguse,

The Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center is a regional wildlife and wildlands conservation
organization with over 3,000 annual contributors and more than 10,000 supporters, with a vast
majority based in southwest Oregon and northwest California. Our organization supports the
conservation of Oregon’s Smith River watershed through the proposed H.R. 7329, the Smith
River National Recreation Area Expansion Act.

The history of support for this legislation is long, as it was first proposed for conservation in
1990 when the Smith River National Recreation Area legislation passed Congress. While the
Oregon portion of the watershed was left out of the bill, there is unanimity that the Smith River
headwaters in Oregon are deserving of recognition and protection. More recently, tens of
thousands of people responded to a project proposal that would have authorized mining in the
headwaters of the North Fork Smith, with overwhelming local and regional opposition to the
mining plans. Local municipalities, elected officials, and public health stewards all were
opposed to the proposed nickel strip mine.

Recreation in southwest Oregon is rapidly expanding and communities are looking to shift away
from the boom-and-bust cycles of resource extraction. In recent years, more and more people
are coming to visit public lands and wild rivers, but the land management agencies are
struggling to keep up with maintenance of recreational sites, campgrounds, and trailheads. As
part of an expanded National Recreation Area, destinations such as the Packsaddle Trailhead
could see improvements in maintenance, accessibility, and sustainability.

The expansion of the Smith River National Recreation Area into Oregon’s North Fork watershed
would also ensure that a 20-year mineral withdrawal in the basin is made permanent. Thereby,



protecting water quality and essential wild salmon/steelhead populations. Our organization
also supports the bill’s provisions for designating tributaries of the North Fork Smith River as
Wild & Scenic. This watershed and its streams are considered to have some of the best water
quality anywhere in the lower 48.

Oregon’s North Fork Smith watershed is a largely roadless area with unique serpentine geology
and is part of the greater Kalmiopsis region. Here there exist rare plants found nowhere else in
the world. We support legislation that maintains the biodiversity and botanical resources, and
we hope to see future and additional investments in the watershed where the streamside Port
Orford Cedar forests provide shade for headwater fisheries. Streams are currently threatened
by a non-native root rot disease that can be spread by unmanaged, wet-weather Off-Highway
Vehicle use .

We are encouraged by the inclusion of inventories for wetlands, fens, plants (including the Port
Orford Cedar), fungi and other biota that can help assess future conservation, restoration, and
mitigation priorities. The Port Orford Cedar is a species of concern for both forest advocates
and aquatic restoration specialists, and we believe this legislation presents an opportunity to
recognize the overlapping aquatic, botanical and recreational values that these rare streamside
conifers provide. By protecting and retaining riparian Port Orford Cedar stands we protect
salmon, steelhead, water quality, and the scenic values of the Smith River Watershed.

Thank you for advancing this important piece of legislation.

For the Wild,

Michael Dotson

Executive Director
Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center
Ashland, Oregon 97520



4 May 2022

Kirk Blaine

Southern Oregon Regional Coordinator
Native Fish Society

kirk@nativefishsociety.org
307-299-7834

Dear Joe Neguse, Chair, Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands:

Native Fish Society supports the conservation of the Smith River through the proposed H.R. 7329, the
Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act. For numerous years, NFS has partnered with local
communities and other organizations to help protect this beloved natural treasure.

Native Fish Society is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization working to restore abundant wild fish,
free-flowing rivers, and thriving local communities. It is our hope that with a groundswell of public
support and advocacy we can create positive outcomes for fish, rivers, and communities.

The Smith River supports a diverse population of wild native fish including: ESA listed Coho Salmon,
Fall Chinook, Winter Steelhead, and Coastal Cutthroat Trout. The Smith River National Recreation Area
Expansion Act will make a 20-year mineral withdrawal in the basin permanent, safeguarding these
remarkable habitats for fish. This would be a key conservation protection for the entire ecosystem.

This act is also crucial for the people and communities that value the Smith River and its tributaries. The
current 20-year mineral withdrawal was the result of years of local, grassroots advocacy seeking to
protect ecosystem health and clean drinking water sources for local communities.

Native Fish Society strongly supports the Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands in
moving H.R. 7329 forward to protect the waters of Northern California and Southern Oregon. We must
act now to conserve these natural treasures for future generations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Kirk Blaine

Southern Oregon Regional Coordinator
Native Fish Society



ACA | Canoe - Kayak - SUP - Raft - Rescue
2010 College Avenue | Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401
Phone: (540) 907-4460 | www.americancanoe.org

May 2, 2022

The Honorable Jared Huffman The Honorable Peter DeFazio

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
1527 Longworth House Office Building 2134 Rayburn Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

RE: Support for H.R. 7329 — the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act
Dear Representatives Huffman and Defazio,

It is with great enthusiasm that we write to support H.R. 7329 which will complete protection of
the headwaters of the Smith River in Oregon. With the national significance of the Smith River
through existing Wild and Scenic River designations and the Smith River National Recreation
Area downstream in California, the expansion provided through this legislation is both timely
and a wise investment.

Founded in 1880, the American Canoe Association (ACA) is a national nonprofit organization
serving the broader paddling public by providing education related to all aspects of paddling;
stewardship support to help protect paddling environments; and sanctioning of programs and
events to promote paddlesport competition, exploration, and recreation.

We are writing on behalf of over 30,000 paddle sports enthusiasts across the country, whitewater
kayakers, canoeists, and stand-up paddleboarders, to express our strong support for H.R. 7329.
Thank you for convening a hearing on this vital legislation. Future generations of paddlesport
enthusiasts will be grateful for the expansion of the Smith River National Recreation Area.

Sincerely,

Brett Mayer
ACA — Public Policy Chief

Making the World a Better Place to Paddle! Since 1880.



NORTHERN CALIFORNIA COUNCIL

May 5, 2022

To: The Honorable Joe Neguse, Chair of the National Parks, Forests, and
Public Lands Committee

cc: The Honorable Pete Defazio, Representative of Oregon’s 4th Con-
gressional district.

RE: Statement of Support for H.R. 7329 — the Smith River NRA Expan-
sion Act

Dear Chairman Neguse,

The Northern California Council, Fly Fishers International (NCCFFI), our
24 member fly fishing clubs, and more than 7,000 members strongly sup-
ports the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act (H.R. 7329).
NCCFFI is the largest fly fishing organization in Northern California, and
has led the fly fishing community in Northern California on watershed pro-
tection issues for several decades.

Expanding the Smith River National Recreation Area to include the North
Fork of the Smith is completely aligned with the stewardship and conserva-
tion values embraced by the fly fishing community. The Smith is one of our
last free-flowing rivers in California, and is the crown jewel of rivers for
both wild steelhead and salmon. We believe H.R. 7329 is good for salmon,
steelhead and the communities around the river and throughout Northern
California.

In closing, we would like to observe that millions of dollars of State, federal,
and private funds have been invested in making the Smith River one of the
premier “salmon strongholds” along the Pacific Coast. H.R. 7329 will help
protect these important investments, and provide recreational opportunities

FLY FISHERS INTERNATIONAL

Conserving - Restoring - Educating Through Fly Fishing
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for many citizens in our state, as well as be a huge benefit to the coastal
communities through which this river flows. H.R. 7329 will help to secure
the future of this important river and its watershed.

Sincerely,

Dr. C. Mark Rockwell, President
Northern California Council, Fly Fishers International

mrockwell1945 @ gmail.com

™

Fly Fishers International
Conserving - Restoring - Educating Through Fly Fishing



Wild and Scenic Rivers
PO Box 1600
Brookings, Oregon 97415

April 21, 2022

The Honorable Joe Neguse

Chairman, National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands Subcommittee
United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act (H.R. 7329)
Dear Chairman Negus and honorable members of the Subcommittee:

I am a fifth generation Curry County, Oregon resident who deeply values and appreciates
our wild and scenic river resources. Fishing and hiking amongst the giant redwoods on
the Smith River are important traditions to my family and our way of life. The Smith
River National Recreation Area Act is important legislation that supports the health, well-
being, and economic future of our county, community, and bioregion. We are honored to
be part of the diverse group of stakeholders and community interests that support this
legislation.

Wild and Scenic Rivers is a non-profit corporation based in Brookings, Oregon with a
mission to protect the rivers of southern Oregon and northern California from
development. The organization is designed to inspire and support the protection and
restoration of some of the last remaining undammed rivers in North America. Over the
last decade we have hosted film festivals, educational programs, river cleanups, grass
roots advocacy events and worked with local, state and national partners on protections,
designations and legislation to protect our most prized rivers and region. We strongly
support the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act.

Thank you for your assistance in the passage of this important legislation.

Sincerely,

Alyssa Babin
Executive Director

cc: Honorable Peter DeFazio and Jared Huffman



David Brock Smith

State Representative Committees
HOUSE DISTRICT 1 Vice Chair-Environment & Natural Resources
Curry, Coos, Douglas & Josephine Counties Agriculture & Land Use
900 Court St NE H-379 Education
Salem, OR 97301 Joint Ways & Means Sub on Natural Resources
503.986.1401 Joint Legislative Policy & Research

OREGON STATE LEGISLATURE
900 COURT ST NE SALEM, OREGON 97301

November 2, 2021

Chairman Joe Manchin III
Ranking Member John Barrasso
304 Dirksen Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for expansion of the Smith River National Recreation Area within Oregon Legislative District 01.
Dear Senator Merkley,

I wanted to thank you for your efforts regarding the North Fork of the Smith River watershed in Oregon, which
is within my Oregon Legislative District and the headwaters of the Smith River in Oregon.

The Smith River is an important watershed in Southern Oregon and Northern California, providing critical
salmonid habitat, drinking water and recreational opportunities. Much of these benefits are linked to the Smith
River in Oregon, within the Kalmiopsis Wilderness. The U.S. Forest Service’s North Fork Smith River
Watershed Analysis states in part, “The North Fork of the Smith River watershed provides near-pristine
spawning and rearing habitat for a highly productive fishery ... Fall chinook, Klamath Mountain Province
steelhead, anadromous cutthroat trout, resident rainbow and cutthroat trout use the watershed. The watershed
appears to be an exceptional producer of anadromous cutthroat trout.”

As you are aware, in July of 2017, the State of Oregon designated, not only the mainstem of the North Fork of
the Smith River, but all its tributaries and associated wetlands, an Outstanding Resource Waters. These
designations clearly outline Oregon’s commitment to the importance of the North Fork of the Smith River
watershed and its tributaries to Oregonians and Californians alike.

I support and thank you for your efforts and legislation to expand the Smith River National Recreation Area in
Oregon’s North Fork of the Smith River watershed. Please let me know how I may be of further assistance as
your legislative process moves forward.

Respectfully,

David Brock Smith

Oregon House of Representatives

District 01

Curry, Coos, Douglas & Josephine Counties

Email: Rep.DavidBrockSmith@OregonLegislature.gov
Website: http://www.OregonLegislature.gov/SmithD
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P.O Box 1540

Cullowhee, NC 28723
info@americanwhitewater.org
1-866-262-8429

November 1st, 2021

Senator Catherine Cortez Masto, Chair

Public Lands, Forests, and Mining Subcommittee
304 Dirksen Senate Building

Washington, DC 20510

Senator Mike Lee, Ranking Member

Public Lands, Forests, and Mining Subcommittee
304 Dirksen Senate Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Public Lands, Forests, and Mining Subcommittee Legislative Hearing: S. 180, Buffalo Tract
Protection Act; S. 1459, Protecting Unique and Beautiful Landscapes by Investing in California
(PUBLIC) Lands Act; S. 1493, Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Act; S. 1538, Smith River
National Recreation Area Expansion Act; and S. 1589, Oregon Recreation Enhancement Act.

Dear Chair Cortez Masto and Ranking Member Lee:

On behalf of the whitewater paddling community, American Whitewater writes to

express our appreciation for holding a hearing on S. 180, Buffalo Tract Protection Act; S.
1459, Protecting Unique and Beautiful Landscapes by Investing in California (PUBLIC) Lands
Act; S. 1493, Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Act; S. 1538, Smith River National Recreation
Area Expansion Act; and S. 1589, Oregon Recreation Enhancement Act. These legislative
proposals before the Committee would afford new protective designations for whitewater
rivers that our members value and that protect the recreational paddling experience.

We are tremendously pleased by, and grateful for, the Committee’s work to secure the
passage of the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act as well as
the Great American Outdoors Act last Congress; we believe the Committee has an
opportunity to build on the momentum of this success and work toward passage of similarly
well developed legislation that protects and enhances opportunities for outdoor recreation
that include whitewater paddling.

About American Whitewater


mailto:info@americanwhitewater.org

American Whitewater is a national non-profit 501(c)(3) river conservation organization
founded in 1954 with approximately 50,000 supporters, 6,500 dues-paying members, and
100 local-based affiliate clubs, representing whitewater enthusiasts across the nation.
American Whitewater’s mission is to protect and restore America’s whitewater rivers and to
enhance opportunities to enjoy them safely. The organization is the primary advocate for the
preservation and protection of whitewater rivers throughout the United States, and connects
the interests of human-powered recreational river users with ecological and science-based
data to achieve the goals within its mission. Our vision is that our nation’s remaining wild and
free-flowing rivers stay that way, our developed rivers are restored to function and flourish,
that the public has access to rivers for recreation, and that river enthusiasts are active and
effective river advocates. Our members live, work, and recreate in the watersheds that would
be protected by S. 180, S. 1459, S. 1493, S. 1538, and S. 1589 that are before the Committee.
Our specific comments on the individual bills follow.

Support for S. 180, Buffalo Tract Protection Act

American Whitewater and our constituents strongly support S. 180, Buffalo Tract Protection
Act, introduced by Senator Heinrich and co-sponsored by Senator Lujan. The Buffalo Tract
Protection Act would withdraw over 4,000 acres acres from gravel and sand mining near
Placitas, New Mexico in the Rio Grande valley. River enthusiasts in New Mexico enjoy river
floating opportunities on the Rio Grande between Placitas and Albuquerque. The river
provides an accessible opportunity for families, beginners, and experienced paddlers to raft,
kayak, and stand-up paddleboard. Additionally, there have been recent collaborative efforts
to improve river access at the Hwy 550 bridge just a few miles to the West of the Buffalo
Tract Protection Act lands. Withdrawing these lands from mining would help protect the
health of the Rio Grande valley and watershed and support the continued enjoyment,
lifestyle, and health benefits that the river provides to locals and visitors.

Support for S. 1459, Protecting Unique and Beautiful Landscapes by Investing in California
(PUBLIC) Lands Act

American Whitewater strongly supports S. 1459, Protecting Unique and Beautiful Landscapes
by Investing in California (PUBLIC) Lands Act, introduced by Senator Padilla and co-sponsored
by Senator Feintsein. It includes three titles that would provide important protections for
rivers enjoyed by the whitewater paddling community.

The Northwest California Wilderness, Recreation, and Working Forests Title of this legislation
would designate 379 miles of new Wild and Scenic Rivers in Northwestern California’s



Klamath Mountains and Coast Range. This region has some of the most spectacular wild
rivers on the West Coast and the greatest concentration of Wild and Scenic Rivers in the
nation, along with many more that qualify but are not yet designated. This title protects
additional rivers and their watersheds while ensuring that much-needed fire and fuels
management work is prioritized to help protect communities from wildfire. New Wild and
Scenic designations include exceptional whitewater rivers such as the upper South Fork
Trinity River, upper New River, East Fork North Fork and North Fork Trinity River, Canyon
Creek, Middle Fork Eel River, and many others along with Redwood Creek, a spectacular
overnight whitewater run that flows through the world’s tallest living trees in Redwood
National Park. This title of the bill would establish a 730,000 restoration area within the
South Fork Trinity River, Mad River, and North Fork Eel watersheds for forest restoration and
wildfire fuel reduction. In addition, 260,000 acres of proposed wilderness, largely in the
Trinity River and Redwood Creek watersheds, would protect forests and rivers while allowing
fire management, ecological restoration work, and continued use by Native American Tribes
for traditional cultural and religious purposes.

The Central Coast Heritage Protection Title of this legislation would designate 159 miles of
Wild and Scenic Rivers including 48.1 miles of the upper reaches of Piru Creek, a rare
waterway that provides outstanding wilderness whitewater less than an hour drive from
downtown Los Angeles. In addition, 20.9 miles of upper Sespe Creek would be designated.
This Title would also designate nearly 250,000 acres of wilderness and create two new scenic
areas in California's Los Padres National Forest and the Carrizo Plain National Monument.

The San Gabriel Mountains Foothills and Rivers Protection Title of this legislation would
designate 45.5 miles of Wild and Scenic Rivers in Southern California including the San
Gabriel River and its primary forks. This title will improve outdoor recreation opportunities
by connecting park-poor areas to open space, benefitting many communities of color that do
not currently have such access to the outdoors. This Title of the legislation expands the San
Gabriel National Monument established in 2014 by an additional 109,143 acres and
establishes a National Recreation Area along the San Gabriel River. This Title of the legislation
would also protect more than 30,000 acres as wilderness.

Support for S. 1493, Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Act

American Whitewater strongly supports S. 1493, Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Act,
introduced by Senator Tester. This legislation would designate portions of the North Fork of
the Blackfoot River and Monture Creek watersheds as Wilderness, in the context of a
collaboratively developed and carefully balanced compromise that benefits multiple uses of
the National Forest. The proposed designations would protect the outstanding whitewater



paddling opportunities on both streams. The North Fork of the Blackfoot River in particular is
recognized as one of Montana’s premiere hike-in whitewater runs for kayakers and
packrafters, featuring clear blue water, moderate rapids, and spectacular scenery. Trails up
these river corridors are also primary routes used by our members to access the launching
point for week-long float trips on the Wild and Scenic South Fork of the Flathead River to the
north. Wilderness designation would ensure that the entire hiking or horsepacking
experience into the South Fork Flathead watershed is managed in a consistent and
exemplary manner. Lastly, these watersheds offer vital habitat for native fish, provide cold
and clean water, and provide a scenic backdrop for the Blackfoot river downstream.
American Whitewater has spent a decade exploring community support for Wild and Scenic
River designations across Montana, and Monture Creek and the North Fork Blackfoot rivers
have consistently been elevated for protection by a broad range of local citizens. These
rivers, and their headwaters are beloved by our members and many river enthusiasts, and
we support their protection with this legislation.

Support for S. 1538, Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act

American Whitewater strongly supports S. 1538, Smith River National Recreation Area
Expansion Act, introduced by Senator Merkely and co-sponsored by Senators Wyden, Padilla,
and Feinstein. The North Fork of the Smith River, originating in Oregon and flowing through
California, is recognized as one of the nation’s premiere and most pristine whitewater runs,
featuring clear blue water, high quality rapids, and spectacular scenery. The watershed is
characterized by rare geologic, hydrologic, and botanical resources that the legislation
appropriately recognizes, as well as unique opportunities for backcountry recreation.

In 1990, Congress enacted legislation to establish the Smith River National Recreation Area
(NRA) to protect the watershed, but the boundary of the NRA stopped at the Oregon border,
leaving Oregon’s portion of the North Fork of the Smith River and its tributaries unprotected.
The proposed legislation would expand the Smith River National Recreation Area by 58,000
acres into Oregon to protect the diverse ecosystems of this watershed and provide consistent
management for the recreational opportunities our members enjoy in this spectacular
landscape. Additionally, the legislation would extend Wild and Scenic designation to the
upper watershed of the North Fork of the Smith River and its major tributaries. This would
further protect one of the West Coast’s last free-flowing rivers and a special place for all who
enjoy wild rivers.

The North Fork of the Smith River and its headwater tributaries are beloved by our members
and many river enthusiasts, and we support their protection with this legislation. On behalf
of the whitewater paddling community, thank you again for holding this hearing, and we look



forward to continuing to work with you in support of conservation and recreation values on
our country’s public lands and waters.

Support for S. 1589, Oregon Recreation Enhancement Act

American Whitewater strongly supports S. 1589, Oregon Recreation Enhancement Act,
introduced by Senator Wyden and co-sponsored by Senator Merkley. This legislation would
provide important protections for the lands along the Rogue Wild and Scenic River
(designated 1968 as one of the original eight Wild and Scenic Rivers) and the Molalla Wild
and Scenic River (designated 2019). The Rogue Wild and Scenic River is recognized as one of
America’s Great River Journeys and a classic multi-day river trip enjoyed that attracts visitors
from around the world,* while the Molalla Wild and Scenic River is one of our nation’s
newest Wild and Scenic Rivers and a regional resource that is enjoyed as a day or weekend
trip for residents and visitors of the greater Portland metropolitan area.

While the Rogue and Molalla Wild and Scenic Rivers are protected through the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act, the surrounding forested landscape through which these rivers flow
provides the setting that makes a trip on either of these rivers such a special experience. The
legislation would establish the Rogue Canyon (98,150 acres) and Molalla (29,884 acres)
Recreation Areas to protect and enhance the nationally important recreation values; it would
also establish a mineral withdrawal for these areas. The legislation would expand the Wild
Rogue Wilderness Area by 59,512 acres to include old-growth forest along the Wild and
Scenic Rogue River.

The legislation also includes a mineral withdrawal of federally managed public land in the
headwaters of Hunter Creek and Pistol River as well as Rough and Ready and Baldface Creeks
in the headwaters of the lllinois and Smith rivers in Oregon. All of these rivers are
free-flowing from their headwaters to the Pacific Ocean and, in addition to their importance
for wild salmon, they represent spectacular recreational resources for backcountry
adventures in the Siskiyou Mountains region.

Conclusion

On behalf of the whitewater paddling community, thank you again for holding this hearing
and the opportunity to provide testimony on these legislative proposals before the
Committee. We strongly support S. 180, Buffalo Tract Protection Act; S. 1459, Protecting
Unique and Beautiful Landscapes by Investing in California (PUBLIC) Lands Act; S. 1493,

' Palmer, T., 2018, America’s Great River Journeys, Rizzoli, NY.



Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Act; S. 1538, Smith River National Recreation Area
Expansion Act; and S. 1589, Oregon Recreation Enhancement Act. We urge you to move
these bills through the Committee and to the Senate floor to ensure these spectacular river
resources are protected for future generations to experience and enjoy.

Sincerely,

Kevin R. Colburn
National Stewardship Director

Thomas O’Keefe, PhD
Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director



October 18, 2021

The Honorable Joe Manchin, Chairman

The Honorable John Barrasso, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

RE: Support for the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act (S. 1538)
Dear Members of the Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests & Mining:

The Oregon Chapter of the Backcountry Hunters Anglers is pleased to be part of a
diverse team of stakeholders including rural communities, fishery and river conservation
organizations, and Chambers of Commerce in united support for the Smith River
National Recreation Area Expansion Act (S. 1538).

Our mission is to ensure North America’s outdoor heritage of hunting and fishing in wild
backcountry areas is available for future generations. Wilderness hunting and fishing
deliver a sense of freedom, challenge and solitude that is increasingly trampled by the
twin pressures of growing population and increasing technology. Our support for S. 1538
is inspired by the vast backcountry lands in the headwaters of the North Fork Smith River
watershed which provide high quality wildlife and riverine habitats. These are the types of
wild landscapes our members hope for us to protect. Thus, we are grateful for the strong
support for this legislation.

WWW.BACKCOUNTRYHUNTERS.ORG/OREGON_BHA
OREGON@BACKCOUNTRYHUNTERS.ORG



Thank you for your assistance in completing the Smith River National Recreation Area.
This world class backcountry and recreation destination will be enjoyed and celebrated
for generations to come.

Sincerely,

Justin Gindlesperger,
SW Regional Director

Oregon Chapter of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers
WWW.BACKCOUNTRYHUNTERS.ORG/OREGON_BHA
OREGON@BACKCOUNTRYHUNTERS.ORG









October 18, 2021

Honorable Joe Manchin, Chairman

Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, & Mining
Energy & Nat. Resources Committee

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Ron Barrasso, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, & Mining
Energy & Nat. Resources Committee

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin, Ranking Member Barrasso and members of the Subcommittee,

California Trout and our seven thousand members strongly support S.1538, the Smith
River National Recreation Area Expansion Act. We’ve been waiting over thirty years for
this opportunity!

The Smith River, one of the premier wild trout, salmon, and steelhead streams in
California, has long been a priority watershed for protection and restoration. With our
partner the Smith River Alliance (SRA), we worked during the 1980s to defeat the multi-
national Cal Nickel’s strip-mining proposals in the California part of the watershed. This
serious threat was the driving force behind the establishment of the Smith River National
Recreation Area (SRNRA) in 1990 --- a campaign led by California Trout and SRA ---
although it was most unfortunate the Oregon watershed lands were not included.

At a time when so many rivers are experiencing diminished flows and wild salmonid
species are seriously threatened, our healthiest rivers are critically important to safeguard.

360 Pine Street, 4™ Floor, San Francisco CA, 94104
Phone: (415) 392-8887 ext. 109 Fax: (415) 392-8895 E-mail: cknight@caltrout.org



This is true for the Smith River, a salmon stronghold and natural reserve for wild fish.
Accordingly, tens of millions of dollars ---- primarily from public sources have been
spent in the last few decades on salmon habitat protection and restoration projects across
the mid and lower parts of the watershed.

Expansion of the SRNRA to include the North Fork headwaters in Oregon completes
protection of one of our nation’s finest wild rivers. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Curtis Knight
Executive Director

360 Pine Street, 4™ Floor, San Francisco CA, 94104
Phone: (415) 392-8887 ext. 109 Fax: (415) 392-8895 E-mail: cknight@caltrout.org



CRESCENT CITY - DEL NORTE
CHAMBERfrCOMMERCE

1001 Front Street = Crescent City, CA 95531
(707) 464.3174 = delnorte.org

October 15, 2021

Dear Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee; Subcommittee on Public Lands Forests,
and Mining

RE: Support for the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act S. 1538

The Crescent City-Del Norte Chamber is comprised of over 300 businesses and as the largest
business organization in the Del Norte County we understand what’s important to our
community.

Several years ago when a foreign mining company applied to the OR Water Resources Dept. for
a limited water license to explore strip mining for nickel and other metals in the headwaters of
the North Fork of the Smith, our water supply agencies swiftly responded in opposition.

State Senator Mike McGuire followed the lead of these and other agencies and in July 2015 the
California Assembly and Senate approved his Senate Joint Resolution urging Congress to
“permanently safeguard the currently unprotected North Fork of the Smith River watershed in
Oregon from any mining activities that would have potential impacts on water supplies.”

Therefore, it is with sincere appreciation that we recognize U.S. Senators Jeff Merkley and Ron
Wyden for their leadership in introducing the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion
Act. This legislation provides a permanent ban on new mining claims on Oregon lands within
the Smith River watershed which helps insure our community will continue to have high quality
drinking water and one of the cleanest rivers in the USA.

On behalf of the Crescent City-Del Norte Chamber ---- thank you to all individuals and entities
who are working to continue to protect the Smith River waterway; this very important resource
to our communities in Del Norte County.

Sincerely,

Cindy Vosburg
Executive Director









Gasquet Community Services District

October 11, 2021

The Honorable Joe Manchin, Chairman

The Honorable John Barrasso, Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senators Manchin and Barrasso:
RE: Support for the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act (S. 1538)

On behalf of the Gasquet Community Services District, we write to express our support
for the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act (S. 1538), which will be
heard in the Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining on October 19. We
respectfully request this letter be included in the hearing record.

The Smith River provides drinking water to thousands of people in Del Norte County.
Presently, the water we distribute to our customers is of the highest quality --- and this is
critically important to our community. Our service district is small and we could not
afford additional treatment costs if mining waste and activity polluted our water supply.

During the last decade, we read about mine accidents in British Columbia and Colorado
that polluted rivers that previously provided clean drinking water to downstream
communities. We do not want to see such a tragedy happen here. Thank you for your
support for the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act which will provide a
permanent ban on new mining claims in the headwaters of the North Fork Smith River.

Sincerely,

/ B

i D

Mark Dodd

Gasquet Community Services District
P.O. Box 86

Gasquet, CA 95543



George Bradshaw

Stephanie Mutz

Michael Conroy
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P.O. Box 29370 P.O. Box 11170
San Francisco, CA 94129-0370 Eugene, OR 97440-3370
Tel: (415) 561-5080 Tel: (541) 689-2000
Fax: (415) 561-5464 October 15, 2021

Response Email: mike@ifrfish.org

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining
Washington, DC.

RE: Statement of Support for S. 1538 — the Smith River NRA Expansion Act
Dear Senators:

The Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations (PCFFA) strongly supports the
Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act. PCFFA is the largest trade association of
commercial fishing families on the West Coast, and has led the fishing industry in protecting the
rights of fishing families and communities since 1976.

Expanding the Smith River National Recreation Area to include the North Fork of the Smith
is completely aligned with the stewardship and conservation values embraced by West Coast
fishermen. The Smith is one of our last great undammed rivers, making it a crown jewel of the
salmon coast. We believe S. 1538 is good for our salmon, steelhead and for the communities
that depend on the fishing industry.

In closing, we would like to observe that millions of dollars of State, federal, and private
funds have been invested in making the Smith River one of the premier “salmon strongholds”
along the Pacific Coast. S. 1538 will help protect these important investments and our coastal
communities.

Sincerely,

Mike Conroy
Executive Director

PCFFA support letter S 2875 (10-15-21)
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Written Statement Submitted by The Pew Charitable Trusts to the
Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining

For the record of the legislative hearing held on October 19, 2021
Regarding S. 1411, S. 1459, S. 1493, S. 1538, and S. 1589

The Pew Charitable Trusts seeks to preserve ecologically and culturally significant U.S. public
lands and rivers through legislative designations, as well as federal and state administrative
protections. To accomplish these goals, we work closely with diverse stakeholders—such as
local businesses, local governments, Indigenous Tribes, the outdoor recreation industry, travel
and tourism organizations, veterans, sportsmen and women— to develop collaborative
proposals that protect landscapes and local communities.

The COVID-19 pandemic has underscored how much Americans value the outdoors, with
individuals actively seeking connections to public lands and rivers. It has also shown how
important visitor spending is to states and local communities. According to the Bureau of
Economic Analysis, outdoor recreation activities generate $788 billion each year in national
economic output and support 5.2 million American jobs (2019 data). Our public lands and rivers
are important economic drivers in rural and urban areas, and bills pending before the
Subcommittee have the potential to assist in our nation’s economic recovery.

Pew supports S. 1411, S. 1459, S. 1493, S. 1538, and S. 1589. We appreciate the Subcommittee
holding a hearing on these initiatives. Our detailed position on each proposal is outlined below.

The Lander County Land Management and Conservation Act (S. 1411).

This legislation designates more than 14,000 acres of wilderness while also resolving
longstanding land management issues in Lander County, Nevada. S. 1411 will protect Cain
Mountain, enhancing ecological connectivity with other proposed wilderness areas in Churchill
and Pershing Counties. It will also conserve the rugged peaks and streams of Desatoya
Mountains, conserving habitat for fish and wildlife and enhancing opportunities for outdoor
recreation.



The Protecting Unique and Beautiful Landscapes by Investing in California (PUBLIC) Lands Act
(S. 1459).

The PUBLIC Lands Act conserves approximately 1.5 million acres of land and 600 miles of river
throughout California, from the majestic old-growth forests and wild rivers of Northwest
California, to the oak woodlands and lush and ecologically sensitive mountains of the Central
Coast, to the majestic peaks and free-flowing waterways that serve as a backyard for more than
17 million Southern Californians. The bill will protect wildlife, enhance recreational
opportunities, strengthen local economies, and establish new wildfire management procedures
to enhance forest resiliency and allow for better coordination within fire management plans.

S. 1459 includes provisions from three bills that have previously been passed by the U.S. House
on multiple occasions with bipartisan support: The Northwest California Wilderness,
Recreation, and Working Forests Act (H.R. 878), the Central Coast Heritage Protection Act (H.R.
973), and the San Gabriel Mountains Foothills and Rivers Protection Act (H.R. 693). Each of
these titles is the result of years of discussion and negotiation involving local businesses,
elected officials, conservationists, and other stakeholders interested in preserving these wild
lands and rivers.

The Blackfoot Clearwater Stewardship Act (S. 1493).

S. 1493 is the result of more than a decade of on-the-ground collaboration among a wide
variety of stakeholders, including timber companies, ranchers, small businesses, outfitters,
hunters, anglers, recreation enthusiasts, and conservationists. The bill will protect ecologically
sensitive areas as wilderness, expand opportunities for outdoor recreation and tourism,
promote forest and habitat restoration, and boost the number of local timber jobs.

S. 1493 would add 79,060 acres to the Bob Marshall, Scapegoat, and Mission Mountain
wilderness areas, securing vital habitat for elk, deer, grizzly bears, bull trout, and other sensitive
species. This region, adjacent to the iconic Bob Marshall Wilderness Complex, is frequented by
hikers, campers, cross-country skiers, hunters, and anglers. The bill’s proposed Otatsy
Recreation Management Area will open 2,013 acres of public land to high-quality snowmobiling
near Ovando and preserve prized mountain bike access to Spread Mountain, Center Ridge and
Camp Pass.

The Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act (S. 1538).

S.1538 designates approximately 58,000 acres of public land as recreation areas and protects
74 miles of the North Fork Smith River and its tributaries as scenic rivers. The bill would protect
diverse ecosystems and help boost local fishing and recreation industries in the region, and has
the support of local leaders, commercial and sportfishing businesses, recreation groups, and
conservation organizations.

In 1990, Congress enacted legislation to establish the Smith River National Recreation Area
(NRA) to protect the watershed, but the boundary of the NRA only protected the California
portion of this important river system, stopping at the Oregon border and leaving the North
Fork of the Smith River and its tributaries unprotected. The Smith River is home to coho and
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Chinook salmon, coastal cutthroat trout, the diverse Siskiyou Mountains forests, unique plants
found nowhere else on earth, and towering redwoods. S.1538 will ensure that the headwaters
and tributaries of this ecologically rich river habitat are protected, providing clean drinking
water to thousands of Oregonians, safeguarding world-class fisheries, and supporting a
plethora of outdoor recreational business and tourism opportunities.

The Oregon Recreation Enhancement (ORE) Act (S. 1589).

S. 1589 designates approximately 60,000 acres of wilderness and 128,000 acres of recreation
areas in the Wild Rogue and Molalla areas of Oregon. This legislation would also permanently
withdraw more than 100,000 acres of U.S. Forest Service land in southwestern Oregon located
near the headwaters of several Wild and Scenic rivers and the Kalmiopsis Wilderness Area,
protecting more than 140 miles of pristine Southwest Oregon rivers.

Oregon’s rivers and ancient forests define the rugged character of the State and offer ecological
richness that is almost unparalleled in the continental United States. S. 1589 will ensure access
to clean drinking water for thousands of Oregonians in both rural and urban communities, help
Oregon’s extraordinary wild salmon populations to survive and thrive, offer economic benefits
derived from outdoor recreation, and provide local communities with certainty that wildfire
management will continue to be possible in the wilderness and recreation areas.

This legislation has been years in the making. Local businesses, sportsmen, veterans, and
conservation organizations are support S. 1589’s goal of safeguarding these special wild and
rugged landscapes and providing additional protections for some of Oregon’s most cherished
Wild and Scenic rivers. Portions of this bill were included in H.R. 803, Protecting America’s
Wilderness and Public Lands Act, which passed the House of Representatives earlier this year.

The Subcommittee has previously received testimony in support of protecting these special
lands and waters within Oregon and reported these measures as part of the Oregon Wildlands
Act (S. 1548) on October 2, 2018.

Conclusion
Thank you for the Subcommittee’s consideration of Pew’s views on these bills. We welcome the
opportunity to work together to improve and move them forward.

Contacts:
Marcia Argust, margust@pewtrusts.org
John Seebach, 202-540-6509, jseebach@pewtrusts.org
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mailto:jseebach@pewtrusts.org
mailto:jseebach@pewtrusts.org

October 18, 2021

The Honorable Joe Manchin The Honorable Ron Barrasso
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Public Lands, Subcommittee on Public Lands,
Forests, & Mining Forests, & Mining

Senate Committee on Energy & Senate Committee on Energy &
Natural Resources Natural Resources
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

RE: Support for Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act (S. 1538)
Dear Chairman Manchin, Ranking Member Barrasso, and members of the Subcommittee:

Thank you for holding this hearing on S. 1538. I’'m writing as the California State Senator
representing the District adjacent to and downstream of the Oregon land addressed in this
important legislation. | strongly support the subject legislation, and I’'m pleased to report that
the California Legislature approved the attached Senate Joint Resolution (SJR-3), which urges
the President of the United States and Congress to protect the North Fork of the Smith River in
Oregon from strip mining. S. 1538 does just that.

The Smith River is the gem of California Wild and Scenic Rivers. It is California’s only undammed
river, and over 400 miles of the river and its tributaries are included in the National Wild and
Scenic River System. The Smith River, Redwood National and State Parks, and the extraordinary
coastline are center-pieces for the community’s travel and tourism-based economy. The Smith
River is also the water source for the City of Crescent City and the Gasquet and Hiouch
communities.

Thus, it was no surprise when my constituents united in opposition to foreign-based mining
interests applying for permits and water to advance testing for strip mining in the North Fork



Smith River headwaters in Oregon. Mining pollution and spills will not stay in Oregon, and
downstream communities will suffer. At their request, | authored the above-referenced Senate
Joint Resolution.

Thank you for your efforts to advance the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act.

Warmest Regards,

MIKE McGUIRE
Senator

Attachment: [SIR 3 - Smith River watershed protection.]



Smith River Watershed Resolution
SJR-3

WHEREAS, The Smith River watershed of approximately 610 square miles in California and
115 square miles in Oregon is considered the prize of the California wild and scenic river system
since it was included in the California Wild and Scenic Rivers Act in 1972, and then later
included in the Federal Wild and Scenic Rivers System in 1981; and

WHEREAS, The Smith River is the indirect primary source of drinking water for the majority of
Del Norte County’s 28,000 residents, with the largest user being the City of Crescent City; and

WHEREAS, The Del Norte County Board of Supervisors and the City Council of Crescent City
have voted unanimously to oppose the issuance of a limited water use license for the Cleopatra
Check Drilling Program based on the potential to cause significant adverse environmental
impacts within the overall watershed of the Smith River and subsequent impacts on drinking
water for residents and thousands of annual visitors; and

WHEREAS, The California North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, the Department
of Fish and Wildlife, the Natural Resources Agency and the Oregon Water Resources
Department have also opposed any mining within the Smith River watershed because of the
detrimental effects of strip mining; and

WHEREAS, The Smith River is unparalleled for its free flowing status, large and abundant
salmon and steelhead stock, and extraordinary botanical diversity, and is the only major
undammed river in California; and

WHEREAS, The Smith River National Recreation Area Act, passed by the 101st United States
Congress in 1990 (Public Law 101-612), amended the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 and
permanently protected all federal lands of the Smith River watershed within California by
establishing the Smith River National Recreation Area; and

WHEREAS, The Oregon portion of the North Fork of the Smith River was not included in the
act and remains vulnerable to mining; and

WHEREAS, Any strip mining activities on the North Fork of the Smith River could have
devastating and irreversible impacts to the entire National Wild and Scenic Smith River
Watershed; and

WHEREAS, In 2012, Red Flat Nickel Corporation submitted the Cleopatra Check Drilling
Mining Plan for the watershed of the North Fork of the Smith River to the Rogue River-Siskiyou
National Forest, with the goals to develop and operate a devastating 3,980 acre strip mine to
extract nickel, cobalt, and chromium; and

WHEREAS, The proposed mining operations will unnecessarily put the people and wildlife that
rely on the Smith River at risk; and



WHEREAS, The United States Environmental Protection Agency has confirmed that hard rock
mining, which includes strip mining, is the largest source of toxic pollution in the United States;
and

WHEREAS, The United States Department of Agriculture’s Technical Guide to Managing
Groundwater Resources documents numerous published reports concerning the release of toxic
metals to ground water and surface water resulting from mines and mine-related facilities; and

WHEREAS, Mining operations along the tributaries of the Smith River would inevitably impact
water quality and quantity with the potential to cause significant injury to fish and other wildlife,
including threatened coho salmon; and

WHEREAS, The Smith River’s coho salmon are protected under the federal Endangered Species
Act and are recognized as a core independent population with a high risk of extinction; and

WHEREAS, The Smith River is one of California’s most important, irreplaceable watersheds for
the threatened coho salmon; and

WHEREAS, The Chinook salmon, cutthroat trout, and steelhead runs are vitally important to the
economies and environment of northern California and Oregon; and

WHEREAS, Millions of federal, state, and private dollars have been spent in the past decades on
improving water supply systems and for restoration and protection of salmonid habitat and
watershed lands downstream from the proposed mining operations; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and the Assembly of the State of California, jointly, That the Legislature
urges the President of the United States and Congress to permanently safeguard the currently
unprotected North Fork of the Smith River watershed in Oregon from any mining activities that
would have potential impacts on water supplies, economies, or the environment in California’s
portion of the Smith River watershed; and be it further

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate transmit copies of this resolution to the author for
appropriate distribution.



October 14, 2021

The Honorable Joe Manchin The Honorable Ron Barrasso

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and
Mining Mining

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Energy and Natural Resources Committee
United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Manchin, Ranking Member Barrasso and members of the Subcommittee,

On behalf of Save the Redwoods League and its thousands of members and supporters, I want to
express our strong support for S.1538, which provides for completing the Smith River National
Recreation Area.

The Smith River is the largest entirely free flowing river in California. The watershed includes some
of the world’s finest primeval redwood groves protected in Redwood National and State Parks
(RNSP), and is recognized as a premier “salmon stronghold” where outstanding salmon habitat still
remains. Protecting the headwaters of the Smith from the potential ravages of strip mining is of
critical importance to the downstream health of the redwoods and the precious habitats that they
provide. This is precisely what S. 1538 delivers.

For over 100 years, Save the Redwoods League has worked to protect coast redwood and giant
sequoia forests. The League has been a partner in protecting more than 35,000 acres of coast
redwood forest in the Smith River watershed. RNSP has been designated a World Heritage Site by
the International Union for the Conservation of Nature JUCN) and a Globally Significant
Ecoregion by the World Wildlife Fund (WWZF). Both of these distinguished designations call for
protection of the headwaters of the Smith River as addressed by S. 1538.

Thank you for your assistance in protecting these previous investments and irreplaceable national
resources.

Sincerely,

Samuel M. Hodder
President and CEO
Save the Redwoods League

111 Sutter Street, 1™ Floor, San Francisco CA 94104 415362 2352 415362 7017



October 19, 2021
Re: S. 1538, the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act

Trout Unlimited strongly supports S.1538, the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act. Our
14,000+ members and supporters in California and Oregon depend on the Smith River for some of the
best salmon and steelhead fishing in either state and have strongly supported previous efforts to better
protect the entire Smith River watershed.

Up and down the West Coast, wild salmon and steelhead runs are in decline; some populations are close
to extirpation. To recover and sustain these species, and the multi-billion dollar commercial,
recreational, and tribal fisheries they support, we must strengthen protections for our best remaining
coldwater habitats — those “strongholds” that continue to provide clean, cold water for fish and people
and the ecological integrity to help buffer salmon and trout against the impacts of climate change.
Typically, salmon and steelhead strongholds are rivers with existing legislative or administrative
protections and stable fish populations which provide critical resiliency to regional almon and steelhead
stocks.

The Wild and Scenic Smith River is one of the premier salmon strongholds on the Pacific Coast. But
proposed industrial-scale mining in its headwaters could devastate water quality and the wild salmon
and steelhead of this river. The Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act is timely, necessary,
and broadly supported legislation that will permanently protect the Smith River by withdrawing the last
58,000 acres in the watershed now vulnerable to strip mining from new mining claims.

In addition, we note that this and other public lands conservation bills being heard today by this
committee are the kinds of locally-driven initiatives that would help achieve the goals of the Biden
Administration’s America the Beautiful campaign and California’s 30 x 30 initiative. We thank Senators
Merkley, Wyden, Padilla and Feinstein for their leadership on this legislation and urge the Committee to
advance the bill.

For questions related to these comments, please contact the following:

Dean Finnerty Kate Miller
Northwest Director, Anglers Conservation Project Director of Government Affairs
Manager, Wild Steelhead Initiative Kate.Miller@tu.org

Dean.Finnerty@tu.org

Trout Unlimited Comment re: S. 1538, the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands, Forests, and Mining Page 1 of 1
October 19, 2021 Legislative Hearing



June 20, 2022

The Honorable Joe Neguse

Chair, Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands
1419 Longworth HOB

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Neguse and Members of the Subcommittee:

We write to support the Smith River National Recreation Area Expansion Act (H.R. 7329 and
S. 1538) and to urge its passage. The Smith River is within the area of Southern Oregon and
Northern California known as America s Wild Rivers Coast. It’s known for wild rivers,
extraordinary coastline, ancient redwood and conifer forests, and myriad year-round recreation
opportunities from salmon fishing to whitewater rafting ---- to simply admiring some of nature’s
finest. This legislation completes protection for one of our nation’s premier Wild and Scenic
Rivers by providing a permanent mineral withdrawal/ban on new mining claims in the
headwaters of the North Fork Smith River in Oregon and also designates 75 miles of North
Fork tributaries as wild and scenic. These protections are critically important to the Smith as
one of the premier “salmon strongholds” along the Pacific Coast as well as maintaining the
watershed as a prized recreation and tourism destination --- and as a water supply for
downstream communities.

We are a diverse group of water purveyors, river and recreation advocates, local businesses,
fishery and backcountry conservation organizations, tribes, representatives from local and state
government, and civic organizations. Together, we are all grateful for your assistance. We
represent thousands of people who are members, customers, and/or have signed petitions in

support of and endorsed this legislation. Thank you!

Jennifer Johnson
Adventure's Edge

Brett Mayer
American Canoe Association

David Moryc
American Rivers

Thomas O’Keefe
American Whitewater

Luke Ruediger
Applegate Neighborhood Alliance

Jason Gindlesperger
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers

Dave Strahan
Big Rock Sports

Alan Porteous
Big Rock Community Services District

Bill Jennings
California Sportfishing Protection Alliance

Mike McGuire
California State Senator - District 2

Curtis Knight
California Trout

Jason Greenough
City Council of Crescent City

Cindy Vosburg
Crescent City-Del Norte Chamber of Commerce

Court Boice
Curry County Commissioners

Dale A. Miller
Elk Valley Rancheria

Gerry Hemmingsen
Del Norte County Board of Supervisors



Harvey Young
Fishawk River Company

Ken Morrish
Flywater Travel

Ron Stork
Friends of the River

Mark Dodd
Gasquet Community Services District

Elicia Goldsworthy
Green Diamond Resource Company

Will Volpert
Indigo Creek Outfitters

Luke Ruediger
Klamath Forest Alliance

Michael Dodson
Klamath Siskiyou Wildland Center

Steve O’Meara
Kokatat

Carol Moon Goldberg
League of Women Voters of California

Rebecca Gladstone
League of Women Voters of Oregon

Mark Sherwood
Native Fish Society

Mark Rockwell
N. CA Council, Fly Fishers International

Zach Collier
Northwest Rafting Company

Kate Wollney
OARS Oregon

David Brock Smith
Oregon House of Representatives - District 1

Louis Geltman
Outdoor Alliance

Erik and Kory
Orange Torpedo Raft Trips

Glen Spain

Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations

Morgan Randall
Pierson Building Center

Gail Kenny
Redwood Region Audubon Society

Alex Kwan and Adam Spencer
Redwood Rides

Samuel Hodder
Save The Redwoods League

Greg Bennett
Siskiyou Research Group

Grant Werschkull and Patty McCleary
Smith River Alliance

David Lacey
Southcoast Tours LLC

Jason Hartwick
Steelhead on the Spey Guide Service

J.R. Weir
Sundance Kayak School

Paul Spitler
The Wilderness Society

Dean Finnerty
Trout Unlimited

Susan Jane Brown
Western Environmental Law Center

Alyssa Babin
Wild and Scenic Rivers

Lisa Ronald
Wild and Scenic Rivers Coalition

Gordon Lyford
Wild Rivers Water Rights

Guido Rahr
Wild Salmon Center
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